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Cameroon 


Visiting PRC Women’s Group on Student Crisis 
AB0401211389 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] Late this afternoon, Mrs Jeanne-Irene Biya, wife 
of the head of state, received a delegation of the All- 
China Women’s Federation at Unity Palace, the presi- 
dential residence. The delegation is visiting our country 
at the invitation of Mrs Jeanne-Irene Biya, honorary 
president of the OFRDPC [Women's Organization of 
the Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement]. The 
Cameroonian first lady had been hosted by the members 
of the Chinese federation during the presidential cou- 
ple’s visit to China in March 1987. The delegation was 
led by Mrs Ling Shaozheng, a member of the All-China 
Women's Federation executive bureau. 


Mrs Yaou Aissatou, president of the OFRDPC National 
Bureau and minister of social and women’s affairs, also 
participated in this discussion, which lasted for nearly 30 
minutes. 


Mrs Ling Shaozheng, spokeswoman of the five-member 
delegation, said she was satisfied with the discussions the 
delegation had with the Cameroonian first lady. Answer- 
ing questions from the press on the incidents that 
occurred recently between African and Chinese students 
in Nanjing, Mrs Ling Shaozheng said these incidents, 
which occurred in her absence, should not affect the 
excellent relations between China and African countries. 
I invite you to listen to the declaration of Mrs Ling 

as she came out of her meeting at the presi- 
dential residence. 


[Begin recording] [Shaozheng in Chinese fading into 
French translation] We feel very honored by the audi- 
ence granted to us by the first lady of the republic. 
During the meeting, the first lady and the All-China 
Women's Federation delegation spoke about the friend- 
ship and cooperation between the women of our two 
countries. 


[Unidentified reporter] Madam, we have been closely 
following the news from China these days. The news 
concerns the incidents between Chinese and African 
students on the night of 24 December. 


[Shaozheng] It happened in December of last year. The 
Chinese women’s delegation had already left China. 
There has always been sincere friendship between China 
and the African countries, and as everyone knows, China 
has always supported the struggle being waged by the 
people of southern Africa. 


[Reporter] Madam, one last question please: What about 
the treatment of African students in Nanjing, the treat- 
ment given them by the Chinese authorities and the 


population in general? 
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[Shaozheng} The Chinese people have always had a 
friendly disposition toward the African peoples, and the 
African students who come to China for technical 
courses are always well-received by the Chinese Govern- 
ment and people. | think that this is carried out in such 
a manner as to promote the cultural exchange and 
friendship between China and the African countries, and 
we can resolve the problem without hurting the friend- 
ship between the Chinese people and the people of 
African countries. [end recording] 


Chad 


1000 Former Rebels From Sudan 
NC0401 140889 Paris AFP in English 1434 GMT 
4 Jan 89 


[Text] Khartoum, Jan 4 (AFP}—A thousand followers of 
Chadian former dissident Acheikh Ibn Oumar, who 
moved en masse into western Sudan last August, were all 
repatriated to Chad last week under an agreement the 
two governments made on December | 3, Chad's Charge 
d’Affaires Ali Haoune said here late Tuesday. 


Sudanese troops escorted the remnants of Mr. Omar's 
Democratic Revolutionary Council to the border and 
there restored their weapons, which the guerrillas had 
surrendered to the authorities when they entered Darfur 
Province bordering Chad and its longtime foe Libya. 


Chad and Libya restored diplomatic ties last October, 
and Mr. Omar made his peace with the Ndjamena 
government the following month. 


* Habre Quest for Leadership, Detailed 
34190065 Paris LE MONDE in French 2 Dec 88 p 6 


[Article by J.-P. Perowcel-Hugoz: “Chad at the Risk of 
Peace: President Hissein Habre Will Have To Know 
How To Resist the Temptations of Absolute Power”) 


[Text] Ndjamena—Everything has happened all at once 
in this country abandoned by the gods for 2 decades now: 
peace with the insatiable Colonel al-Qadhdhafi and the 
big flooding of the Chari that had been expected for 
almost |5 years. 


Of course, mistrustful of the Libyan autocrat from expe- 
rience, President Hissein Habre will not consider the war 
a closed case until the approximately 2,000 Jamahiri- 
yah—the “State of the Masses”—soldiers (11,000 if we 
include those who are camped near the border) have left 
the 114,000 square km of the Aozou Strip which have 
been unjustifiably occupied since 1972. 


Of course too, the overflowings of the Chari and its 
tributary, the Logone, which merge their fecund waters 
before Ndjamena, have produced nothing but advan- 
tages, flooding in particular villages established in zones 
which people had forgotten were subject to flooding. 
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But it is a time for optimism among the people of Chad 
who, filled with alacrity, plant vegetables in the alluvial 
mud as the floodwaters recede and who believe in 
peace—for the outside world and also at home. 


For how can one forget in the presence of the still- 
blackened houses of the capital that this region, this 
African Lebanon invaded by a foreign army, was not 
long ago divided into 11 factions, 7 of which were 
armed? That the nation is still wailing in this nearly 
empty space of 1.28 million square km where at least 5 
million people are divided into 25 not count- 
ing the indispensable vehicles of French and Arabic, and 
four rival religions under a veneer of coexistence: Islam- 
ism, no doubt comprising a good half of the population; 
animism; Catholicism; and Protestantism? 


For the time being people are forgetting all that in the 
euphoric national unanimity that was cemented last year 
by the victories of Ouadi-Doum or Faya-Largeau, won 
from overequipped Libyan forces by the lightly armed 
Chadian Army without direct French aid. They are 
rebuilding: cabins all over the place, schools in Faya- 
Largeau, a presidential residence in Ndjamena not far 
from the cathedral that was burned down in 1980 and 
since then provided with a new roof and—a sign of the 
times—a new name: Notre-Dame-de-la-Paix [Our Lady 
of Peace]. 


Will tae virgin’s protection be enough to preserve the 
present favorable sociopolitical climate and to exploit 
the latter for the benefit of the economic and social 
sectors? 


While not wildly popular except, obviously, among the 
members of his community, the Gorans, black northern 
nomads, the cold Hissein Habre—who has just taken a 
third wife, a Franco-Chadian quadroon, which leaves 
him with only two legal wives, since he has repudiated 
the first one—now appears to have been more or less 
accepted in all the country's “families,” sometimes held 
in esteem, at any rate feared and respected. 


The confidence of the Christian or animist southerners 
(they are sometimes simultaneously bo’) needs only to 
be reinforced. One of their most visible spokesmen, 
Colonel—and he insists that his rank be recognized— 
Wadal Abdel Kader Kamougue (Footnote) (It is com- 
mon for Christians in Chad to have Muslim first names; 
as for Wadal, it is a corruption of Vidal, which means 
“Don't touch!” in Sara) is only minister of agriculture 
(since August 1987) and, furthermore, the departments 
of livestock, water resources for livestock and food 
security do not come under the jurisdiction of his 
ministry, modestly installed in huts. 


Seated in front of his photo taken in the company of 
John Paul II in Rome, the robust colonel and govern- 
ment minister argued for “a Chad that is faithful to its 
secularism, not ‘nore Arab because Arabic is spoken here 
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or more French because French is spoken here. Today, 
the chief of state is a Moslem. A!' well and good, but it 
must be possible for him to be a Christian or an animist 
one day.” 


As for political pluralism, “it’s no longer possible at the 
present time since it would be synonymous with disorder, 
but the free expression of opinions must be ensured,” 
further argued the former head of the Chadian People’s 
Revolutionary Movement, founded in 1983 and “volun- 
tarily integrated” this year into the National Union for 
Independence and Revolution (UNIR), a single catch-ail 
party organized “under the intrepid leadership of the 


victorious president,” as the young activists chant. 


Islamization and ‘Goranization’ 


“Goranization™ of the decisionmaking centers seems to 
be lying in wait for the regime rather than the complete 
Islamization of the country, feared by the southern 
blacks who cannot forget that, ai the start of this century, 
their grandparents were still periodically the victims of 
Muslim slave-trading horsemen. They admit that the 
constitution they are drafting in Ndjamena to replace the 
provisional Basic Act of the September 1982 Third 
Republic will perpetuate a system based on presidential 
authority. 


The two crucial questions therefore are to ascertain 
whether Hissein Habre's political shrewdness, which is 
after all established, will be capable of resisting those 
fatal African traits: absolute intolerance of criticism and, 
especially, monopolization of the government by the 
president's ethnic group. Now, the bodyguard that is 
close to Mr Habre at top civilian and military functions, 
the Gorans (or Toubous}—who, “fortunately, number 
only a quarter of a million,” as one wag remarked—are 
more and more in evidence, with major exceptions. Will 
the chief of state succeed in not yielding to the somehow 
“natural” pressure his entirely well-meaning country- 
men exert on him? 


Aside from the flagrantly dynamic peace process, the 
other observable fact that is so obvious in this country 
exi.austed by destruction, never provided with modern 
infrastructures (practically no paved roads, no railroads), 
with 75 percent of the population illiterate (most of the 
schools were vacant from 1979 to 1983), which devotes 
over half of its budget to its 35,000 soldiers and, finally, 
which figures among the world’s 40 poorest nations— 
this other observable fact is the country’s relative pros- 
perity and its fairly numerous agricultural possibilities. 


Chad is one of the rare African states that can more or 
less feed itself and even, especially during those periods 
when the streams are generous, export grains (average 
production in a good year is about 800,000 tons for a 
[domestic] consumption of 500,000 tons). According to 
the Chadian “White Book for July 1987,” the country 
has 350,000 hectares of irrig*ble land, ‘*ss than 10,000 of 
which are probably at present under cultivation. A little 
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encouragement from the government is undoubtedly all 
it would take to increase the production of sugar cane, 
which still covers only two-thirds of consumer needs. 


As for meat-producing livestock: 9.5 million head, gen- 
erally healthy (and in any case free of hormones), ail it 
would take would be to organize exports to the bordering 
countries, all, with the exception of Sudan, importers of 
meat, particularly Nigeria and Libya. An area in which 
the “Guide of the Libyan Revolution” could, if he 
wished, offer proof of the purity of his intentions with 
respect to his southern neighbors. 


The cultivation of cotton (40 percent of all exports) 
imposed long ago by France, is today eagerly pursued 
(115,000 tons in 1988 as against 91,000 in 1987), espe- 
cially by the Saras in the south, and profitably 
exported—like gum arabic, extracted from balsam trees 
and necessary for the perfume industry, which has 
recently stolen first place from cotton in French pur- 
chases from Chad. The latter is France's 36th biggest 
supplier and, although it may not look like much, its 
23rd biggest customer, with imports on the rise (336 
million francs in 1982, 492 million francs in 1987). 


4,000 Kilometers of Roads 


Unlike nearby Ethiopia or Sudan, people are not dying 
of hunger in Chad, even though the standard of living of 
90 percent of the inhabitants is extremely modest and 
precarious. About |00 doctors for 5 million inhabitants! 
We might well say that the free surgical station (11 
people, 2 of whom are military surgeons) installed in 
Ndjamena in connection with “Operation Sparrow 
Hawk,” a French Army air-support action (LE MONDE, 
16 November), is not idle, all the more so since “repairs” 
necessary after certain operations performed by local 
surgeons trained in a hurry in the Soviet Union have to 
be made in addition to the “regular” operations. 


They raise chickens in the Ministry of Planning and 
Cooperation courtyard. There is, however, nothing of 
the “artisan” about the man in charge of the premises, 
Mr Mahamat Soumaila, a young non-Goran Moslem. 
With a clarity and a realism rare in the Third World, he 
revealed his assets and his plans: “In 1988 over 90 
percent of the 80 billion CFA francs (1.6 billion French 
francs) we have invested, the exact equivalent of our 
foreign debt, comes from essentially Western foreign aid. 
In the course of our new plan, as of 1989 we will try to 
increase Chad's share of the financing, but foreign con- 
tributions will account for a very large majority of it. 


“Priority,” the minister specified, “will, in descending 
order of importance, be extended to communications 
(4,000 km of roads), the strengthening of our self- 
sufficiency in food, agricultural diversification, the cam- 
paign against desertification and protection of the envi- 
ronment, on which the president sets particular store.” 
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Yesterday, Libyan or even Chadian soldiers, today, 
poachers from all over—with military weapons if need 
be—have inflicted severe blows on Chad's abundant 
animal life, reducing to zero, for example, its herd of 
1,000 rhinoceroses. 


In a mid-term ecological and tourist view, it is not futile 
to try to protect a natural legacy—the hundreds of 
winged species and the elephants of Lake Chad, among 
others—when we know that in a generation very few 
countries in the world will still have such nature at the 
rate we are going. 


If Chad protects and expleiis its own assets and at the 
same time does not manage its political and rural affairs 
too badly, and if Libya finally leaves it in peace—of 
course, that’s a lot of “ifs”—it may be a “rich” nation. 


Gabon 


* French Aid for Higher Education Granted 
34190013a Libreville L'UNION in French 11 Oct 88 p 6 


[Article by Neltoh: “Gift of 100 Million CFA Francs to 
ENSET™} 


[Text] Mr Jules Bourdes Ogouliguende, minister of state, 
minister of higher education and scientific research, and 
His Excellency Louis Dominici, French ambassador, 
yesterday signed an agreement for an aid, cooperation, 
and development fund for strengthening the Normal 
School for Higher Technical Education (ENSET). The 
financing provided by the fund, the Fund for Aid and 
Cooperation and Development (FAC), amounts to 100 
million of our francs, and should, in terms of feasibility, 
support the quantitative and qualitative development of 
various components of ENSET’s equipment. This 
investment constitutes a necessary step toward the over- 
all objective of improving the operations of the techno- 
logical and vocationally-oriented training system, and, 
hence, of the productive fabric of Gabonese industry. 


Actually, this project aims at developing and strengthen- 
ing an institution for training teachers of technical 
subjects, at the “short” course level (CET), [expansion 
unknown] establishments and the “long” course level 
(technical high school), needed by the Gabonese educa- 
tiona! system. 


The present project, whose implementation extends over 
the 2-year period from 1988 to 1990, constitutes a 
single-payment investment program with a view toward 
structural modification of the institution. It was pre- 
ceded in 1987 by a ministerial grant of 2.5 million francs 
CFA earmarked for developing a documents collection 
for the ENSET library. 


Ogouliguende, minister of state, expressed pleasure over 
this gift which demonstrates the soundness of our two 
countries’ relations, and the ever-growing French inter- 
est in training the Gabonese, especially higher-level and 


FBIS-AFR-89-003 
5 January 1989 


technical training. In turn, His Excellency Louis Domi- 
nici declared that, considering the deep bonds of friend- 
ship and cooperation between our two countries, the 
convention signed today will [surely] not be the last one. 
In conclusion, he expressed pleasure over the successful 
development of our cooperation, which has attained the 
level of mutual exchanges. 


Rwanda 


Government Recognizes Palestinian State 
EA0301 155389 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1115 GMT 3 Jan 88 


[Excerpts] President Juvenal Habyarimana yesterday 
chaired a government council meeting at Urugwiro vil- 
lage. [passage omitted]. 


The Government of Rwanda has recognized the inde- 
pendent Palestinian state in accordance with the funda- 
mental principles that govern its foreign policy as stated 
in the party manifesto and in view of the various UN 
resolutions on the Palestinian problem, to which 
Rwanda gives its full support. 


Zaire 


Uganda's Idi Amin Held at Kinshasa 
ABOS01112289 Paris AFP in French 1103 GMT 
5 Jan 89 


[Text] Kinshasa, 5 Jan (AFP)}—Former Ugandan Presi- 
dent Idi Amin Dada has been in custody at the Kinshasa 
military airport since Tuesday [3 January] evening 
awaiting his “impending expulsion™ by the authorities, it 
was learned today from sources close to the Zairian 
Presidency. The former head of state arrived here on 
Tuesday night on board an Air Zaire regular flight from 
Libreville. According to the same sources, he held a false 
Zairian passport, “one of a quantity of official docu- 
ments stolen recently.” 


The Zairian authorities had first alleged that they were 
not aware of the former dictator's arrival in Zaire. Flying 
in on Sunday from Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, where he has 
taken refuge, he stopped over in Lagos, then in Libre- 
ville, where Air Gabon officials received him with spe- 
cial consideration. 


* Changes Seen in Economic Ties With 
34190067 Brussels LE SOIR in French 7 Dec 88 pp 1, 6 


[Article by Colette Braeckman: “Belgium, Zaire, and 
Cooperation: The Terms of the Debate™] 


[Text] For a long time now, Belgium and Zaire have b-en 
playing a losing game in their trade and cooperation 
relations, and the current crisis may have the merit of 
clarifying the situation and leading to a more accurate 
assessment. 
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This shou!¢ be the result of the public debate which will 
take place when the “high-level delegation” from Kin- 
shasa arrives in Brussels; its mission is to convince 
public opinion that aid to Zaire will benefit Belgium at 
least as much, if not more, than its former colony. 


But this is a complex problem where economic and 
developmen: considerations intermingle. 


What is certain, at any rate, is that the two countries are 
no longer as important to each other as they once were. 
For instance, Zaire is no the leading African 
partner of Belgium: It has been left behind by Algeria, 
Nigeria, and South Africa. However the Belgium-Lux- 
embourg Economic Union [UEBI | still provides 20 
percent of all Zairian imports, ahead of the FRG, 
France, and the United States w.th a share of about 10 
percent each. 


And 30 percent of all Zairia exports go to the UEBL. As 
for the number of jobs crea'ed in Belgium by Zaire, they 
decreased from 36,000 in 1450 to 1’ ,000 in 1980 and are 
probably even fewer now. 


A consequence of diversification was that, in terms of 
jobs or investments, Zaire progressiv.iy ceased to be of 
vital importance to the Belgian economy as a whole. It is 
still an essential partner for a few large businesses: first of 
all, obviously, for the sector of nonferrous metals, with 
the Hoboken-Overpelt refining plants which process 
copper from the Shaba. Next, businesses engaged in the 
large-scale export trade, long presented as the spearhead 
of our economic recovery. This sector includes, among 
others, the ACEC [Charleroi Electrical Engineering 
Shops] which provided the electric equipment of Inga-2: 
Sybetra, which supplied the sicelmaking facilities of the 
Maluku plant; the Bell Telephone Company which 
installed telephone exchanges in Zaire; the ACEC and La 
Brugeoise & Nivelles which equipped the National Rail- 
road. The deep-water Banana port, the Mobaye dam, 
two projects questioned by the World Bank, were com- 
pleted with the help of Belgian companies and engineer- 
ing Offices, including Tractionel. 


We should point out that these companies all completed 
their Zairian projects with the guarantee of the Del 
Credere Office, and that these projects account for a 
large part of the Zairian trade debt. But nowadays many 
of these projects (in particular the Maluku plant, Inga-2) 
are considered to be “white elephants,” i.c., they are 
unprofitable or wperate well below capacity. 


After being accused of lacking foresight a few years ago. 
the Del Credere Office is now giving its guarantee only to 
projects supported by loans from state to state. These 
loans average 500 million Belgian francs per year. They 
are granted with practically zero percent interest, for 
very long terms, on the sole condition that they support 
projects to be completed by Belgian companies. In other 
words, they are an indirect subsidy to the large-scale 
export trade. A subsidy, for the Zairians quite often 


Next to trade relations, which remain important 
this respect, Zaire's budget envelope is markedly lar, =r 


En hoe ates baie aan ane 


Bele: ; 
cal field and in the school system. Even today, although 
every joint commission will talk about reducing the 
number of these jobs, the school system still accounts for 
51 percent of the aid to Zaire and public health for 16.6 
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percent, whereas agriculture, considered for a long time 
as the “top priority,” never gets more than 10 percent of 
the budget (up from 5 percent in 1983). 


Acnuaty, G8 Seen coageaen ens ove ois Citas 
substitute positions in which they could be replaced by 
i not the case 5 dmys 
oie tae ~ deg] 
of local gradua 
mstance, Kinshasa alone is said to have 
unemployed Zairian physicians. The obvious answer is 
of course that these physicians will not work in the bush. 
Se a ae ene ae 
ay py ts, they might overcome their 
reluctance. In not, Saniedion t an ANICD extienate. Go 
average salary of cooperation agents is about 2.8 million 

francs per year, totaling 1.820 billion Belgian 
francs or 50 percent of the total cooperation budget. The 
total number of cooperation personnel is questioned in 
Brussels by people concerned about efficiency: actually, 
with si tly fewer men on location, the French and 
the Canadians are represented in the decisionmaking 
bodies of Zaire or send very high-level consultants on 
missions of fixed length. 


Overabundani, scattered, handicapped by the heavy 
AGCD administration, cooperation in Zaire 
needs overhauling, rethinking. In the iight of the devel- 
opment of Zaire itself and of the multiplication of local 
cadres, in the light of competition from other countnes 
which came later and prefer a more focussed and more 
efficient presence. [sentence as published] 

Twenty-eight years after independence, the current crisis 
may impose an evaluation which has been long 
overdue... 


— 2 


5 January 1989 


Minister Warns of ‘Troublemakers’ in Disorders 
LD0401 160789 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 4 Jan 89 


proper town with a population of several thousand. 
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and telecommunications Khayreh Alaiech Hared urged 
the (Balbalah) population to be moderate and public- 

rited. The minister said that he would examine the 


Eritrean Pebels Reject Mengistu Proposal 
LD0401222289 Kuwait KUNA in English 1542 GMT 
4 Jan 8&9 


[Text] Kuwait, Jan 4 (KUNA)}—Enritrean Liberation 


time when the Eritrean revolution has accepted to sit at 
The Eritreans consented to negotiate a settlement with 
Ethiopia on the basis of saving blood of the two peoples. 
good neighbourly relations in the Horn of Afnca and 
without any pre-conditions, he said. 


Mengistu will refer the partitioning proposal to the 
Ethiopian parliament for endorsement, he added 
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EPLF Rebel Forces Down Mi-24 Helicopter 
EA0401221089 (Clandestine) Voice of t'e Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1630 GMT 4 Ja 89 


[text] The heroic EPLF forces have destroyed Dergue 
forces stationed in Assa Ela in northern Denkelo. In the 
engagement the day before yesterday [2 Jan], which 
lasted about 6 hours, from 0520 until 1200, our heroic 
combatants killed 355, wounded 90, and captured 15 
Dergue soldiers. Our heroic combatants also captured 45 
light and medium weapons, 2 pistols, and | communi- 


4 
. 
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2,000 Workers on Strike in Mombasa 
EA0401 102889 Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 4 
Jan 89 pi 


[By Raphael Kahaso} 


[Excerpt] Some 2,000 striking workers of the Mombasa 
Municipal Council yesterday reyected a return-to-work 


officer, Mr AO. Ambenge, and the Mombasa Islaud 
district officer, Mr Mwimbi Walikoni. were silenced 
when they tned to explain the formula. 


“We will not return to our place of work until we are paid 
our arrears as we have been deceived for too long.” they 
shouted when the government officials were trying to 
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ANC To Relocate Angola Bases to Tanzania, PDRE 
MBO0501094789 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 


in English 5 Jan 88 p 5 
[By Chris Vermaak] 


[Text] The African National Congress has taken the first 
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Zimhabwe was extremely jittery about the presence of 
ANC cadres, ally after iast week's warnings by the 
SA Deputy Minister of Defence, Mr Wynand Breytenb- 
ach, when he addressed troops on the northern border. 


The sources said Botswana still remained the main 
source of terrorist infiltration. “The terrorists spend one 
or two nights in safe houses before entering South Africa 
and even if some of these houses are identified, it is 
extremely difficult to strike at them because they might 
be occupied by Botswana residents when the action takes 
place and could result in their death and negative 


Reportedly Invites Inkatha, UDF to Talks 
— in English 
4Jin 89 pi 


[Text] The banned African National Congress could be 
making a bid to end the on-going political violence in 
Natal by inviting Inkatha, the United Democratic Front, 
COSATU and the South African Council of Churches 
[SACC] to discussions later this month in Harare, Zim- 


Reports of the talks have been carried in several news- 
papers and Mr Peter Kerchoff of the Pietermaritzburg 
Agency for Christian Social Awareness said: “There is 
definitely being raised because it is obviously 
of concern to a lot of people.” 


The Centre for Adult Education at the University of 
Natal, Pietermaritzburg, has said 655 people died in 


saan tn tae a last year in political 
violence. This excluded 


ve people killed last 
Friday and Saturday. 
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The Progressive Federal Party's unrest monitoring gro"ip 
said 221 people had been killed in political violence in 
the Durban townships in the first 11 months of 198%. 


This gives a death toll for Natal and Kwazulu for the year 
of at least 821, but the total is probably a lot more. 


There have been several attempts to bring peace between 
the opposing political groups, but they have so far come 
to naught. 


The latest talks could stem from a visit undertaken by 
the SACC to meet ANC representatives in Harare late 


last year. 
It has been reported that ANC leader Mr © ombo 
was deeply concerned zbout the situatic . 1 N.a:. 


were a lot of obstacles confronting the talks. 


Firstly, the state could withdraw or refuse to give pass- 
ports to delegates to the talks. 


San © St SORES ENE SS COLD ee Se 
ANC. 


Envoy to UK Protests Program on Children’s Plight 


MBO0401 160589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1556 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] London Jan 4 SAPA—The South African ambas- 
sador to Britain, Mr Rae Killen, has complained to the 
Channel Four Television Network about the screening of 
- negative and inaccurate” programme or southern 
Africa. 


South African Embassy officials said the hour-long pro- 
gramme, entitled “Chain of Tears", was “an outdated 
piece of propaganda” against the Republic. They said it 
did not take intu account recent developments such as 
the peace accord on Angola and SWA [South West 
Africa)/Namibia, and the visit tc Mozambique by State 
President P.W. Botha. 


The London TIMES described the programme as a 
“properly distressing account of the plight of children in 
southern Africa, in the Frontline States of Angola and 
Mozambique and in South Africa's black townships”. 


In the programme, Mozambique's education minister, 
Mrs Graca Machei, accused South Africa of mounting a 
“genocide” campaign against her country. 


She said: “It is not only to deny to our generation to 
build our dream of how to develop our country. It is 
ee es ee 

young people to grow, tn develop and just to be 
soashe fe. But for what? What is really the aim of all this? 
Do they believe they can eliminate the whole people in 
our region? Is it possible?” 
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viewing period. 
SADF * for Chemical Warfare 


MB0401 100289 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
4Jan 89 pi 


[By Craig Kotze] 


[Excerpt] The South African Defence Force was pre- 
pared for chemical warfare in southern Africa, a Defence 
Force spokesman said yesterday. 


He was responding to reports that Cuba had provided 
Angola’s MPLA government with deadly chemical weap- 
ons to use against UNITA. 


“It is part of any defence force's doctrine to prepare itself 


Accerding to The Washington Times, the weapons sup- 
plied contained the nerve agents Soman, Sarin and 
Tabun which cause death or paralysis when delivered, 
usually from aircraf:. 


The deadly chemicals were developed by Nazi Germany, 
but were considered too deadly tc use—even to prevent 


The newspaper, which quoted unnamed American intel- 
ligence sources, said the agents were being stored in a 
special facility in Luanda. [passage omitted} 


Power Supply Talks With Zaire Advance 
MB0401201089 J Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] ESKOM [Electricity Supply Commission] Chief 
Executive lan McCrea reports negotiations for finslizing 
cooperation between South Africa and Zaire on the 
supply of electricity have reached an advanced stage. If 
they are successful, Zaire will become part of the group 
cf southern African states, including Mozambique, Leso- 
tho, and the TBVC [Trasskei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, 
and Ciskei], that share technical expertise with South 
Africa in the field of power supply. 


Mr McCrea recently visited Zaire to examine the possi- 
bility of cooperation in the power supply field and said 
Zaire is an important country for vis-a-vis electricity 
generation. Such power could be generated form 


part of southern Africa, and if one wishes to look ahead 
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and create growth for South Airica—and growth is a 
great positive issue for all the people in South Africa— 
then I think one has to look at a growth scenario for 
southern Africa. The elements for a growth scenario for 
southern Africa are: cooperation between the countries 
in southern Africa—it is vital to have that—and, a 
shared energy base so that, in fact, the growth can 
develop. One has seen that other countries around the 
world who have not provided an energy base—such as 
China today—have not been able to grow as they would. 
So we are looking to provide a growth scenario for 
southern Africa 10 to 15 years from now. We are saying 
right now: We must get cooperation going between the 
countries and provide a power network in southern 


Africa. [end recording] 


Explosion Damages Delegate Mayet’s Benoni Home 
MB0501062089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 5 Jan 89 


[Text] An explosive device has caused damage estimated 
at thousands of rands at the home of chairman of the 
House of Delegates, mr Salem Abraham Mayet, in 
Benoni. The device exploded outside the front bedroom 
window shortly after midnight last night causing exten- 
sive damage to the interior of the house, as well as to Mr 
Abraham Mayet’s car which was parked outside. Several 
windows in the vicinity were shattered by the blast. 
Police were on the scene within minutes and cordoned 
off the area. Mr Abraham Mayet, who was alone at home 
at the time of the explosion, was not injured. He said the 
fact that his family were on holiday in Cape Town saved 
them from possible injury. Police were not yet deter- 
mined the type of explosives used. 


6 Deaths Reported in Tugela Faction Fighting 
MB0501 105089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1105 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] Pietermaritzburg Jan 4 SAPA—Six men were killed 
in another incident of faction fighting in the Tugela ferry 
area yesterday afternoon, police reported today. 


According to a police spokestrnan, members of the 
Mbono faction invaded the Ezingulubeni faction’s terri- 
tory at about 8am and a fight broke out. 


Five of the Ezingulubeni members and one Mbono 
member were killed. Police said shotguns were used in 
the attack. 


No arrests have been made and police are investigating. 


Terreblanche Dismisses AWB Leader 
MBO0501104489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2202 GMT 4 Jan 8° 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 4 SAPA—Mr Jan Groenewald, 
deputy leader of the Afrikaner Weersta ng 
[AWB] today quit after being suspended by the AWB 
leader, Mr Eugen Terreblanche. 
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Mr Groenwald, who was also chief executive officer of the 
organisation, confirmed the move from his home in Pre- 
toria tonight. He said he had been left with no choice but 
to vacate office as chief executive of the AWB—a full time 
position—because of his suspension by Mr Terreblanche. 


Mr Groenewald was one of the four leading members of 
the AWB who, as members of its principal advisory body, 
the Grootraad, signed a letter calling on Mr Terreblanche 
to resign. Immediately after receipt of the letter, Mr 
Terreblanche announced the suspension of Mr Groenew- 
ald, Professor Alkmaar Swart, chairman of the AWB 
Grootraad; and two Grootraad members, Dr Chris Jooste 
and Mr Manie Maritz, all of whom signed the letter. 


A fifth senior member of the AWB, Mr Dries Alberts, 
AWB leader of information and publicity, who has pub- 
licly backed the four in their stand against Mr Terreblan- 
che, has since been suspended by the AWB leader. 


Mr Groenewald, respected in right-wing circles for the 
capable manner in which he conducted the AWB’s 
affairs as its chief executive, confirmed that he would not 
consider returning unless the AWB leadership issue was 
resolved. Because of his suspension by Mr Terreblanche, 
he was not out as deputy leader of the AWB and had left 
office as its chief executive. 


His future position would depend on the pending meet- 
ing of the AWB Hoofraad, but he made it clear that 
unless Mr Terreblanche resigned, and other dissenting 
members would seek other ways of implementing the 
aims and objectives of the AWB, as indicated in a 
statement on Tuesday night. The Hoofraad of the AWB 
is expected to meet in Pretoria on January 21. 


The press liaison officer of the AWB, Mr Chris Beyers, said 
in Pretoria today the Hoofraad would discuss allegations 
about Mr Terreblanche’s conduct and would also hear the 
appeals of the four Grootraad members who were sus- 
pended after calling for Mr Terreblanche’s resignation. 


Bill To Create Prime Minister’s Post Submitted 
MB0401130589 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] It is reported from Cape Town that three bills to 
amend the South African Constitution, including one 
providing for the appointment of a prime minister, have 
been published in the city. The Constitution Amend- 
ment Bill says the state president can designate a mem- 
ber of the cabinet as prime minister to perform functions 
determined by the state president. 


In another bill, the Constitution Second Amendment 
Bill, certain conditions relating to the population group 
to which ministers belong will be considered. This will 
make it possible for the state president to appoint a black 
person as a minister or deputy minister. A bill to this 
effect was introduced in parliament last year, but it was 
not debated or passed in parliament. 
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Provision for changes to the delimitation of electoral 
divisions is contained in the Constitution Third Amend- 
ment Bill. Provision is made for the number of electoral 
divisions for the House of Assembly to be increased from 
156 to 182, for the House of Representatives to be 
increased from 80 to 93, and for the House of Delegates 
to the increased from 40 to 45. Indirectly elected mem- 
bers to the houses will be abolished, but members 
nominated [words indistinct] 


Local Authorities Role in Private Sector Amended 
MB0401145989 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] An amendment to the Promotion of Local Author- 
ities Affairs Bill published in Cape Town provides for the 
establishment of a company or closed corporation by local 
authorities. A memorandum explaining the purpose of the 
amendment states that the creation of relations between 
local authorities and private enterprise has been approved 
by most local government circles. The amendment bill will 
make this possible. 


Local authorities will also be able to acquire shares or 
interests in 2 company or closed corporation, provided 
that the company or corporation provides a service 
equivalent to that provided by a local authority. 


The bill also provides for the transfer or secondment of 
personnel from a local authority to such a company or 
closed corporation. 


Officials Address Vosloorus Town Council 
MB0501072489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0718 GMT 5 Jan 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 5 SAPA—As long as the Con- 
servative Party-controlled Boksburg Town Council stuck 
to its racist policies, it should forget about seeing black 
people doing business in the town again, the chairtnan of 
the Boksburg Management Committee, Mr Gideon Fou- 
rie, was told yesterday. 


Mr Fourie and a fellow CP councillor visited Vosloorus 
Township and addressed members of the Vosloorus 
Town Council. The meeting came amid reports that at 
least eight shops had already closed down in Boksburg. 


The chairman of the Vosloorus Executive Committee, 
Mr Sidwell Mofokeng, said today that he and his col- 
leagues made it clear to the Boksburg councillors that 
they would never call off the six-week-old stayaway while 
petty apartheid in the town was intact. 


““We told them that politically we do not agree with them— 
and we will never agree. The stayaway was a voluntary one 
and the people will never go to town until the government 
has sorted out this mess,” said Mr Mofokeng. 
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He said Mr Fourie ar : isis fellow councillor told the 
Vosloorus Town Council that the Boksburg Town Coun- 
cil was not affected by the stayaway. Boksburg, which 
experienced its “worst yet” Christmas sales last month, 
has been a target of an intensive consumer boycott by the 
residents of Vosloorus and Reiger Park Townships since 
the CP-dominated Boksburg Town Council decided to 
reintroduce petty apartheid. 


Mr Mofokeng said agreements—which would be made 
public at a later stage—had been reached on local authority 
issues between the two town councils. Yesterday's meeting 
was a follow-up to a meeting Mr Mofokeng had held with 
Mr Fourie in December, when the Boksburg town coun- 
cillors promised to upgrade public facilities in the town- 
ship and bring them on par with those in Boksburg. 


“While we would appreciate any financial help from 
them, our view is that the money is ours after all, and 
that this action would not change their policy which we 
find abhorrent and unacceptable,” Mr Mofokeng said 
before yesterday’s meeting. 


Transvaal Indian Delegates Form Interest Group 
MBO0501065789 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0500 GMT 5 Jan 89 


[Text] Indian members of parliament in the Transvaal 
have decided to form a joint grouping to deal with issues 
affecting their community in the province. The new 
grouping will not, however, affect the current party 
political affiliations of the parliamentarians. Yusuf 
Abramjee spoke to House of Delegates Chairman Salem 
Abraham Mayet about the new Transvaal grouping. 


{Begin Mayet recording] The object is to do an assess- 
ment of the difficulties and problems confronted by our 
community in this province. As you are aware, it is vast, 
and our community is scattered all over the province. 
We have our Mayfairs and Hillbrows, and our commu- 
nity needs answers for these things. In 4 years we believe 
the Transvaal MP’s should have got together, and I’m 
pleased that it has happened today. [end recording] 


NPP Reiterates Support for Rajbansi 
MB2912071288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0704 GMT 29 Dec 88 


[Text] Durban Dec 29 SAPA—The National People’s 
Party has reaffirmed its confidence in the leadership of 
Mr Amichand Rajbansi at a special meeting of Natal 
office bearers and members of parliament, SABC radio 
news reports. 


The meeting also confirmed that the NPP would con- 
tinue in the House of Delegates. 
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The meeting followed the dismissal by the state presi- 
dent of Mr Rajbansi as chairman of the Ministers’ 
Council in the House of Delegates. Mr Rajbansi’s dis- 
missal was a sequel to a preliminary report by the James 
Commission. 


A spokesman for the NPP, Mr Manilal Naranjee, said 
the party would hold discussions with other political 
parties with the purpose of gaining a majority in the 
house 


Black Leasehold Law To Boost Property Market 
MBO0201°'73089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 2 Jan 89 


[Text] The president of the United Municipalities of 
South Africa, Mr Tom Boya, has welcomed the legisla- 
tion enabling black people to obtain leasehold rights to 
property on which they have houses. The legislation was 
published in the GOVERNMENT GAZETTE on Fri- 
day, and came into effect yesterday. 


Mr Boya said the legislation was a step in the right 
direction and that it addressed the permanency of black 
people, who had been deprived of land rights in their 
country of birth. Mr Boya called on the government to 
pay urgent attention in the new year to the shortage of 
housing for blacks. 


Our political news staff reports that, in terms of the 
legislation, thousands of black people, who previously 
had only occupational rights on such property, will be 
able to obtain full leasehold rights to the property. Up to 
now, they have had ownership rights to their houses 
only. The conversion of certain rights to leasehold act 
was approved by parliament last year. The act provides 
for the further promotion of home ownership for blacks 
and the repeal of a set of comprehensive regulations 
controlling and supervising black urban residential areas 
in South Africa. The repeal of the regulations will result 
in black local authorities having to decide with organized 
commerce on decrees to promote commerce within their 
cities and towns. 


The act also makes provision for black people to obtain 
home loans for the property on which their houses stand. 
The Department of Constitutional Development and 
Planning said in a statement issued in Pretoria that the 
act was expected to create an upsurge in the property 
market in black cities and towns, because both residen- 
tial and businesses sites were involved. The conversion 
of occupational rights to leasehold would be done free of 
charge. However, the cost of supplying roads, sewerage, 
— and electricity would still be recovered from the 
residents. 


Rent Defaulters To Pay Despite Court Ruling 
MB0301095989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0952 GMT 3 Jan 89 


[Text] Soweto Jan 3 SAPA—The Soweto Council says 
most rent defaulters in Soweto will still have to meet 
their rent and other service charge commitments even 
though the appeal court has ruled in favour of some 
residents. 
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Soweto’s housing director, Mrs Estelle Bester, confirmed 
this yesterday. She blamed the media and “some com- 
munity leader” for giving the wrong impression. 


Ms Bester said an appeal against payment of rent by Mr 
Themba Mngomezulu and two others against the council 
affected only 12,842 housing units. 


A further, 82,000 houseowners and rent payers have to 
pay site rent and service charges because the houses they 
occupy were built by loans granted by the National 
Housing Commission. 


Mrs Bester said the appelate division ruled the rent 
payers affected were those occupying the 12,842 houses 
which had been built by < loan granted to Johannesburg 
City Council by mining houses in the late 1950's. These 
houses are in Mapetla, Phiri and Jabulani as well as a 
number in Emdeni and Zola. 


Human Rights Commission Criticizes Bannings 
MB2912183888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1816 GMT 29 Dec 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 29 SAPA—Twenty-four orga- 
nisations were banned by the nationalist government 
from 1950 to 1987. However, in 1988 alone, the govern- 
ment has effectively banned 32 organisations, 12 of 
which have been student and youth organisations, the 
Human Rights Commission [HRC] said today. 


“The four organizations banned today have once again 
never been accused in court of any illegal actions,” the 
HRC said in a statement to SAPA. Their bannings are a 
result of their steadfast opposition to apartheid policies 
as they endeavoured to call for the implementation of 
basic political and human rights. 


“It is particularly deplorable that, when detainees have 
so very few avenues of support and legal protection, the 
government has once against displayed its insensitivity 
to their plight by banning the National Detainees Forum, 
a loose alliance of detainee support structures. 


“Such heavy-handed actions on the part of the govern- 
ment are clearly a contravention of the right of partici- 
pation in the public life of a country. However, while the 
government seems to be power-drunk this festive season, 
it should note that this kind of action will not eliminate 
democratic opposition any more effectively than any of 
its other repressive strategies of the past five years. 
Opposition grows in proportion to repression of 
dissent,” the statement said. 


Lawyer Group Condemns Ban 
MB3012114788 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1133 GMT 30 Dec 88 


[Text] Cape Town Dec 30 SAPA—The government's 
reasons for restricting four organisations were “ridic- 
ulous” says Mr Dullah Omar, president of the National 
Association of Democratic Lawyers. 
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He was commenting on the government's banning of 
four anti-apartheid organisations, the Democratic 
Teachers’ Union (DETU), the National Detainees’ 
Forum, the Western Cape Students’ Congress (WESCO) 
and the Western Cape Teachers’ Union (WECTU). 


Mr Omar said bannings had become the norm in South 
Africa since the National Party came into power, and yet 
it had not stopped the “struggle for liberation”. 


Former WECTU chairman Mr Yusuf Gabru condemned 
the bannings as a “cowardly” act. 


Before its banning the teacher organisation had more 
than 2,000 members at secondary schools throughout the 
Cape Peninsula. 


“I do not believe that the restriction will prevent these 
teachers from continuing the fight for a democratic 
education system in South Africa,” Mr Gabru said. 


The Progressive Federal Party’s spokesman on national 
education, Mr Roger Burrows, said today the govern- 
ment’s restrictions constituted a continued misuse of its 
executive orders to prevent entirely legal organisations 
from acting. 


“The court of law has never judged those bodies, only the 
National Party sits in judgment,” he said. 


PAC’s Mlambo on Policy, M * Release 
EA0401182589 Dar Es Salaam External Service 
in English 0415 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Excerpts] [Announcer] Today, Comrades and friends 
we continue with our discussion with the chairman of the 
Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania [PAC] COmrade 
Johnson Milambo. Comrade Mlambo, welcome again to 


the program. 
{[Mlambo] Thank you. 


[Announcer] As you said in the earlier program, the year 
culminated in the unconditional release of President 
Zephania Mothopeng of the PAC. What does his release 
man to the struggling Azanian masses? 


[Mlambo] the release of Comrade Zephania Mothopeng, 
the PAC president, is a great inspiration to the Azanian 
masses. He has already in his very first press conference 
addressed very important issues. He stated very author- 
itatively the long-standing positions of the PAC on such 
important issues as unity and the nonracial character of 
the new nation that we are building. He has, therefore, 
seized the oppportunity to show to our people that in 
spite of the racist regimes might, in spite of his age and 
in spite of his own poor health, in spirit he is as 
determined today as he was as a youth when he first 
joined the liberation struggle. 
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So, this shows one important thing. The revolutionary 
optimism that we of the PAC have always cherished has 
been given a further boost by the very actions of our 
president in prison, in suffering, and even out of prison. 
[passage omitted] 


[Announcer] Comrade chairman, in your last program 
you spoke about the question of the achievements of the 
PAC during 1988, and I have no doubt that the PAC also 
has projections for 1989. Perhaps you could give us some 
indication of the PAC’s projections for 1989. 


[Mlambo] Well, I would want to say that based upon our 
continuous interaction with the masses inside the coun- 
try, based upon the continuing determination of the 
masses of our people, we have since 1984 shown a very 
high degree of determination in fighting against the 
regime. We have, therefore, over this period since Sep- 
tember 1984, continued to defy all the tremendous 
firepower of the regime, all the press-gagging. all the 
draconian laws that are meant to suppress the internal 
protests. 


If we are basing ourselves upon that, then the only 
conclusion that arises from it is that in 1989 we must 
further intensify the struggle, We want continued inten- 
sification, all-round intensification, in the political field 
and particularly in the field of armed struggle, because 
we of the PAC conclude that, given the present intran- 
sigence of the racist regime and the refusal by some of its 
closest trading partners to impose mandatory economic 
sanctions, armed struggle rernains the principal form of 
struggle. 


And, in this regard, | would want to say that the racist 
regime, in 1988, which has always practiced the policy of 
conspiracy of silence, could not maintain that conspiracy 
of silence. They had to admit that the fiercest battles they 
have ever had with guerrillas were with combatants of 
the Azanian Peoples Liberation Army [APLA], that is 
the armed wing of the PAC, the battles like those in 
(?Rustenburg) in late July, as well as in September in the 
northern Transvaal. Now there have been other less 
spectacular engagements which were completely success- 
ful, launched by members of the APLA. 


So, these are the efforts which we want to intensify and 
also, at the international level, diplomatically we will 
continue our work with various countries to try and 
enlighten them about the struggle and rally for their 
support, because you are also aware that 1988 saw the 
successful culmination of the “Save the Sharpeville Six” 
campagin, a campaign which we of the PAC had initiated. 


So, with support groups, even in those countries that at 
government level support the racist regime, we have no 
doubt that the masses of the people are against those 
reactionary policies and they will increasingly come 
forward to support the Azanian masses in their just 
struggle. 
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[Announcer] Well, it is quite obvious from the reports 
that have been emanating from apartheid South Africa 
itself, that APLA combatants are now on the ground and, 
in fact, are active. And even the racist regime has 


acknowledged this. 


Comrade Chairman, if I were to move to another area, 
what is your view regarding the current international 
climate, particularly the detente that now seems to be 
between the two superpowers? Well in Africa it is gener- 
ally assumed that whea elephants fight, it is the grass that 
suffers. But is it not equally true that when elephants 
make love, the grass still suffers, perhaps more? 


[Mlambo] Well, it is quite true that even when the 
elephants make love, the grass does suffer and much 
more because also we have a situation wherein every- 
body feels that, well, well, after all there is no longer any 
conflict and the like, so that now we feel the grass will be 
left to itself, so to say. But I would not want to take a very 
pessimistic attitude, as a revolutionary you are always 
fuelled with, imbued with revolutionary optimism. 


I would say that the relaxation of tension, in itself, 
between the superpowers, although rooted in the domes- 
tic and national policies of these countries themselves 
and their own national interests, nonetheless has had 
positive results in many areas of the wor'd. 


I would not want to comment about these other areas, 
save to comment about our own subregion, that is 
Angola and Namibia. We are aware that because of this 
detente, it has been possible for the regime, the racist 
regime, to be brought round to sign the Brazzaville 

and to also sign the New York agreement with 
the PRA [People’s Republic of Angola] and Cuba. 


But we, as revolutionaries, should look at what was 
decisive in making the regime sign this, and we of the 
PAC say it is the heroic courage in the field of battle 
displayed by the Angolan and Cuban Armed Forces in 
southern Angola, particularly in Cuito Cuanavale, that 
was decisive in shifting the regime which as always 
defied world opinion, which has always violated bilateral 
agreements, even with Angola and with Mozambique. It 
4 their defeat in the battlefield that forces them to sign 
accord. 


Of course, what we must fight as a revolutionary orga- 
nization is to see to it that the friends of the racist regime 
do not portray the regime as a regime which has had a 
change of heart because, as our founding president 
observed, no ruling class in history ever changes its 
heart. 


[Announcer] Comrade Chairman, It is true that the 
present climate has led to the signing of the two accords 
and, possibly, the independence of Namibia during 
1989. As people coming from occupied Azania, would 
you say ‘hat the struggle against the racist regime is 
unche nd has to continue unabated? 
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[Mlambo] I would want to say that the Azanian masses 
must take the cue of Cuito Cuanavale, and the APLA 
and the Azanian masses must reenact Cuito Cuanavale 
in the battlefields of Azania itself, because the struggle 
has to intensify. What has been happening outside is 
merely on the periphery. Now we are getting to the 
heartland of apartheird, the very, very cause of destabi- 
lisation in the whole of our region. 


[Announcer] In other words, the internal factor is the 
decisive factor. 


[Mlambo] The internal factor is crucially most decisive. 


Statistics Show Black-White Wage Differences 
MB0401112289 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
4 Jan 89 p6 


[By Mike Siluma] 


[Text] White employees in the manufacturing industry, 
numbering 294,000, collectively earned R805 million 
last October, while their 716,900 Mack colleagues took 
home just R563 million, says the Central Statistical 
Service [CSS]. 


This means the industry’s white workers pocketed, on 
average, more than three times their black counterparts’ 
earnings. 


The figures are contained in a CSS report focusing on the 
size of the workforce in the mining, quarrying, manufac- 
turing, construction and electricity industries for the 
period June to October 1988. 


Last October, white employees in the construction 
industry, numbering 42,100, earned R116 million, while 
the industry's 217,900 black workers received R118 
million, according to the CSS. 


The collective earnings of the electricity industry's 
24,200 white workers, were, at the same time, pegged at 
R69 million. The sector’s 29,500 black employees, by 
contrast, got R33 million. 


Total salaries and wages paid to workers in the five 
sectors stood at about R2,802 million in August 1988. 


The CSS said a total of 1,349,500 people were employed 
in the manufacturing industry last October, 312,300 in 
construction and 57,070 in the eleciricity industry. 


Altogether, 2,425,334 people were employed in all five 
sectors in August 1988, with just over 712,000 finding 
employment in the mining and quarrying industries. 
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Poll Shows Citizens Less Optimistic About 1989 
MB0301 104089 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
3 Jan 88 p 1 


[By Clare Harper] 


[Text] South Africans are less optimistic about the 
outlook for 1989 than they were for 1988. 


A Markinor poll, which interviewed 1,000 whites and 
1,300 blacks, was part of an international year-end poll 
conducied in 35 countries by world-renowned Gallup 
International organisation. 


A third of the people interviewed in South Africa 
expected this year to be better than 1988 compared with 
43 percent at the end of last year. 


Thirty-one percent expected things to get worse and 22 
percent expected conditions to remain the same. 


The poll found that, on the whole, blacks were more 
pessimistic than whites. 


Thirty-four percent of blacks expected things to get 
worse compared with 27 percent of whites. Only 31 
percent of blacks looked forward to the possibility of 
improvement, compared with 43 percent of whites. 


A year ago, 42 percent of people expected strikes and 
industrial disputes to increase. This year the figure 
dropped to 37 percent, with 21 percent expecting strikes 
to decrease and 28 percent expecting no change. 


While 45 percent of whites expected industrial disputes 
to increase, only 31 percent of blacks expected an esca- 
lation. 


Thirty-two percent of South Africans expected 1989 to 
be troubled with much international discord, while 36 
percent expected it to follow the same pattern as in 1988 
and 18 percent said it would be a peaceful year. 


These views are almost exactly the same as last year. 


Among other nations, South Korea was the most opti- 
mistic (55 percent) followed by the Soviet Union (42 


percent). 


Commentary Previews Challenges for 1989 
MBO0501053389 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 5 Jan 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The dominant features of the South African scene 
in 1989 are likely to be measures to stabilize the econ- 
omy, continuing attention to security matters, the fur- 
ther evolution of the reform process and, in a broader 
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region context, renewed peace initiatives. The opening 
of the new session of Parliament in a few weeks time will, 
as always, set the tone for the year ahead. 


In Parliament, further legislative and other action will be 
taken during the year to broaden democracy and to build 
a framework in which all South Africans can share power 
in a fair and equitable manner without group domina- 
tion. Hand in hand with this process must be emphasis 
on programs of socioeconomic upliftment and advance- 
ment, particularly for developing sections of the popula- 
tion and depressed regions of the country. As in the past, 
priority must be given to housing and education in black 
communities, the promotion of industrial and regional 
development in rural areas, and the expansion of the 
small business and informal business sectors. 


In an overall context, the economy is expected to con- 
tinue to be under pressure in the short term in respect of 
such areas as inflation, and gold and foreign exchange 
reserves. In the longer term, however, the prospects for 
1989 look more promising. 


Parliament will meet amidst intense speculation of a 
general election later in the year or possibly in the first 
half of next year. In and outside Parlinment, much 
interest will be shown in the moves to form a new 
political party to the left of the National Party, and to the 
fortunes of the various parties and groupings to the right 
of the Nationai Party. 


The position of Mr Nelson Mandela, and the insistence 
in some quarters on holding talks with the African 
National Congress, can be expected to again be promi- 
nent issues in 1989. As in the past, the paramount need 
is for the security of South Africa to be placed upper- 
most, for terrorism and revolutionary activity to be 
combatted resolutely, and for the democratic process to 
be the guiding principle in building the new South 
Africa. 


The peace initiatives of 1988 will bear fruit in 1989, with 
the scheduled independence of South West Africa and— 
following the state president's visits to various African 
leaders last year—further moves for the eventual nor- 
malization of South Africa's relations with her neighbors 
in Africa. Within South Africa, and in respect of South 
Africa's relationships in southern Africa, 1989 offers the 
opportunity of promoting stability, progress, and a more 
peaceful subcontinent. 


Commentary Views Fiscal, Monetary Successes 
MB0201065789 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 2 Jan 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] It will still be some time before the recent mone- 
tary steps taken by the authorities bear fruit. In the 
months ahead, growth in the money supply is expected 
to remain above the target range, and gold and foreign 
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exchange reserves will probably remain under some 
pressure. This means that the exchange rate of the rand 
is still vulnerable and inflation is expected to rise slightly 
in the months ahead. However, once the measures that 
had been taken have filtered through to the economy, the 
prospects for 1989 look more promising. 


According to the latest quarterly report of the Reserve 
Bank, the current account on the balance of payments 
will show a comfortable surplus that will allow South 
Africa to continue meeting her commitments under the 
interim debt arrangements. Gold and foreign exchange 
reserves are expected to level off and then begin a new 
upward movement. 


The effective depreciation of the rand in terms of other 
currencies should be arrested and perhaps even reversed. 
The Reserve Banks says the new acceleration of the rate 
of price increases will prove to have been only a tempo- 
rary reversal of the down trend that has existed since the 
beginning of 1986. 


It now seems clear that the economy will experience a 
moderate cyclical downturn in the next few months. 
However, the banks say a real growth rate of 2 percent 
should be obtainable this year. More importantly, the 
removal of excess demand and the strengthening of the 
balance of payments will lay the foundation for more 


rapid growth in the medium and long term. 


Perhaps one of the most significant features of the 
economy over the past year has been the ever improving 
foreign debt [word indistinct}. South Africa has made net 
debt repayments in the past 4 years of 6,000 million 
doliars. The result is that the country's ratio of foreign 
interest payments to exports of goods and services will 
amount to only 6.5 percent for 1988 as a whole. But this 
ts minimal, considering that the corresponding ratio for 
the western hemisphere developing countries is around 
30 percent. 


Overall, the more appropriate fiscal and monetary poli- 
cies adopted by the authorities should see South Africa 
wel! placed to meet the economic challenges of 1989. 


S Jan Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MBOSO! 101389 [Editorial Report} 


THE CITIZEN 


AWB Row Causes Irreparable Split—Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 5 January states in its page 6 
editorial that “the Terreblanche row has split the Afri- 
kaner Weerstandsbeweging (AWB) and it will not again 
be the force it was in Right-wing politics, for which we 
are grateful.” The Paardekraal incident “has caused 
shock waves through the AWB itself. As a result of this 
and the revolt of the four senior members, the organisa- 
tion is irrevocably split.” “Politically, this will satisfy 
both the Conservative Party and the ruling National 
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Party. The CP was .n an uncasy aliiance with the AWB, 
accepting the support which the AWB could give it at the 
polls while at the same time remaining uneasy abov't the 
AWB’s militant image.” “The eclipse of both Mr Terre- 
blanche and the AWB is something the NP and the 
government will welcome. But it is South Africa that will 
benefit most, since we cannot have a peaceful future if 
there are militant Whites who are determined, like the 
AWB is. to fight it out with the Blacks if they deem it 
necessary to do so.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Editorial on Gradual Reform—Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 5 January says in its page 4 editorial: 
“The problem of reform (in the Soviet Union as much as 
in South Africa) is that the symbolism tends to outweigh 
the reality, and that symbolism is a two-edged sword: 
highly visible reforms that best satisfy the reformist 
mood also arouse the greatest reaction. In the end, it may 
well be the quiet, steady process of reform that achieves 
the greatest measure of change. The normalisation of 
property rights for black people may well open the way 
for the normalisation of life in black communities, 
creating a stable middle class whose access to credit and 
possession of a hedge against inflation may become the 
basis of a lasting prosperity.” 


Terreblanche Replacement To Make AWB Greater 
Threat—A second editorial on the same page fears “the 
replacement of the erratic Terreblanche will do the AWB 
more good than harm.” “His replacement by a leader 
who is less dependent on the spotlight, and firmer on his 
feet, may well make the AWB a greater threat than it has 
been.” “The answer to the old conundrum—if you must 
have a tyranny, would you prefer it to be efficient or 
inefficient? —is in this case plain: We would much 
rather have a clown in the role.” 


SOWETAN 


Editorial Welcomes ANC Harare Talks—The page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 5 
January notes that the ANC is trying to stop the ongoing 
violence in Natal by inviting Inkatha, the UDF, and the 
South African Council of Churches (SACC) to discus- 
sions in Zimbabwe. “The ANC is showing signs of its 
maturity by calling for such discussions considering the 
magnitude of the tragedy in Pietermaritburg.” “Natal is 
unfortunate in that the spark for violence between blacks 
was fuelled by a political problem. As the oldest and 
most respected political organisation in the country, the 
ANC can play the proper role in bringing about recon- 
ciliation between blacks. It will be a feather in all our 
caps if this comes about. We are tired of other people 
making fun of the way in which blacks are liquidating 
other blacks.” 
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CAPE TIMES 


Minister Viok ‘Suppressor’ ef Rights—Law and Order 
Minister Adriaan Viok is “fast emerging as the biggest 
suppressor of rights in South Africa's history,” notes 
Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 3 January in a 
page 6 editorial. All of last year’s banning orders were 
made by Mr Viok in terms of the emergency regulations. 
“Banning organizations is no answer and it is time Mr 
Viok realised this. Our complex political ailments 
deserve concerted attempts at solutions, not harsh treat- 
ment of the symptoms.” 


Party Members Should Elect Left-Wing Alliance 
Leader—“Now that the dust has settled on apparently 
unfounded speculation over Dr Wimpie de Klerk’s avail- 
ability to lead the new opposition party, the negotiating 
groups still have to face up to the leadership issue,” 
remarks a page 6 editorial in CAPE TIMES. “It does rot 
now matter much that a difference of opinion exists, bui 
it has to be resolved in a way that does not disrupt the 
important and laudable eflort to establish the new 
party.” CAPE TIMES believes “one of the most sensible 
and demo tic ways to sort out the leadership issue 
would bh for the members of the new party to elect its 
first leaciey through their representatives at its founding 
congress. 


TRANSVALER 


Prospects for 1989 ‘Positive'—*‘It appears that the pros- 
pects for positive development during the coming year 
are better than they were last year,” says a page 10 
editorial in Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans 
on 3 January. “Peace in southwestern Africa has opened 
doors for South Africa in Africa and renewed goodwill in 
the West. It can signify a great deal for South Africa if we 
follow it up with dynamic diplomatic activity and visible 
political and economic reform. But we must not forget 
that after South-West Africa's independence we will be 
the only white-controlled country in Africa.” 


Praise for Black Leasehold Rights—A second editorial 
on the same page says “those who complain that the 
reform process has come to a standstill should note that 
the new year has started with the announcement that 
black people will now be able to buy the land on which 
their houses are built. It may not sound like much. It is 
not sensational news and is not as great a move as would 
be the abolition of the Group Areas Act. But it is a very 


important development.” 
DIE BURGER 


Editorial Welcomes Leasehold Rights for Blacks—Refer 
ring to the government's recent concession of leasehold 
rights for blacks, Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afri- 
kaans on 3 January says in a page 8 editorial: “Besides 
the expected improvement it can bring in the property 
markets in black cities and towns, it affects the funda- 
mental capitalist principle that a broad ownership class 
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can be advantageous for the stability of a community. It 
is a human quality to strive toward an own home and 
property, to work toward it and to want to defend it. The 
new measures that have come into operation are evi- 
dence of praiseworthy reform, albeit not as sensational 
as possible constitutional adaptations.” 


* Smaller Companies Seek To Unions 
340001 14e Johannesburg THE NEW NATION 
in English 27 Oct 88 p 14 


[Text] A new pattern in the handling of labour disputes 
is emerging among smaller companies who are “ideolog- 
ically committed to smashing trade unions.” 


The pattern has emerged following the announcement 
last week of the intention of three companies to sue 
unions for losses suffered as a result of illegal industrial 
action. 


And the strategy that is being employed centres around 
the mass dismissal of workers very soon after the indus- 
trial action and then sueing the union for damages. 


The three unions that have been singled out for action 
are Cosatu’s Food and Allied Workers Union (Fawu), its 
Transport and General (T&GWU) and Commercial 
Catering and Allied Workers Unions (Ccawusa). 


In each one of the disputes workers were dismissed 
within hours of the stoppages. 


In the case of the Fawu members at Kwela Wholesale 
Meat Supply in Benoni, workers were dismissed two 
hours after embarking on a stoppage. 


Similarly in the Ullman Brothers dispute 250 TRGWU 
members were sacked less than an hour after the stop- 
page had started. 


And the 60 Ccawusa members at Pyramid Distributors 
were dismissed after embarking on a stoppage that lasted 
for less than a day. 


The reason for this common approach is not difficult to 
find. Each one of the companies retains the same indus- 
trial relations consultant who allegedly told a TRGWU 
organiser that he had close links with the security police. 


The most significant characteristic of each threatened 
lawsuit is the claimed losses. 


Fawu is being sued for almost R2-million, Ccawusa for 
R500,000 and T&GWU for R2-million. 


The company’s decision to sue is in terms of the new 
labour laws although the Fawu stoppage in question took 
place in June, more than two months before the amend- 
ments came into effect. 
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The Uliman Brothers stoppage occurred on August 28. 
Only the Ccawusa stoppage took place after the promul- 
gation of the new labour laws. 


If the law suits succeed, they could have grave conse- 
quences for other unions whose members might have 
embarked on industrial action that could be interpreted 
as illegal. 


Given the fact that bosses are unlikely to succeed in 
recovering all losses suffered through industrial action, 
the actions could be aimed at smashing the unions rather 
than making up lost sales and production. 


It is clear, for example, that Fawu’s assets are far less 
than the R1.7-million it might be sued for. 


In fact bosses might just cover legal costs. But for the 
union, this could mean total bankruptcy. 


Unlike British unions, which are subjected to similar 
laws, SA trade unions have not been able to accumulate 
large amounts of assets in the form of property, for 
example, and therefore have little to lose except less 


costly office equipment. 


At another level the lawsuits will for the first time 
provide an indication of the cost of industrial action. 


This is not the first time that bosses have threatened to 
sue Fawu. 
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A similar threat was made last year during a bakery 
strike, but bosses withdrew the action after the dispute 


was settled. This threat was not made in terms of the 
labour law. 


The latest actions are also an indication that bosses are 
determined to adopt a more intransigent approach to 
labour disputes in the knowledge that they have the full 
backing of the new labour laws. 


But labour relations are unlikely to be affected by this 
latest trend. Statistics for the third quarter of this year, 
including September, show that sympathy strikes, which 
were Outlawed by the new labour act, have been on the 
increase. 

There was, for example, a 700 percent increase in the 
number of sympathy strikes in the third quarter of this 
year compared to the same period last year. 


What is likely to happen, however, is a move away from 
direct involvement by trade unions in illegal industrial 
action. 

Decisions relating to action on the factory floor will be 
taken by workers independently of their unions—thus 
leaving their organisation free of the threat of costly 
lawsuits. 

This trend has already begun emerging in some of the 
more highly organised sectors where workers have 
gained sufficient experience in dealing with factory floor 
disputes. 

By encouraging this development, the new labour law 
will increase the propensity for wildcat strikes rather 
than limit it. 


Cuban Troop Pullout To Start Early 
AB0401150789 Dakar PANA in English 1450 GMT 
4 Jan 89 


[Text] Lagos, 4 Jan (NAN/PANA)—The phased with- 
drawal of Cuban troops from Angola is now expected to 
begin next week, three months ahead of the April date 
agreed to under the recent four-nation peace accord, 
informed diplomatic sources said Wednesday in Lagos. 


The sources told NAN that the first batch of the Cuban 
troops, estimated at 50,000, would leave Luanda on 10 
January, adding that the withdrawal would be launched 
with an official ceremony. 


Under the December protocol and subsequent signing of 
an agreement at the UN by Angola, South Africa, and 
Cuba, following the United States mediated negotia- 
tions, the timetable for the pull-out of the Cuban troops 
was due to commence on | April and to last 27 months 
until 1991. 


The pull-out is to pave way for the independence of 
South African occupied Namibia, with a UN-supervised 
election in November. 


The diplomatic sources noted that the early beginning of 
the troops pull-out underscored the determination and 
seriousness of the Luanda government on the peaceful 
settlement of its protracted civil war with South African- 
backed UNITA rebels and respect for international 


agreements. 


The sources pointed out that the position of the Angolan 
rebel UNITA movement remained unresolved even after 
the four-nation accord. 


While the United States insists on supporting the move- 
ment led by rebel Jonas Savimbi, the Luanda govern- 
ment has refused to enter into any dialogue with it. 


UNITA 2 Towns, Kills 29 FAPLA 
MB0401155089 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] The Angolan UNITA movement has captured 2 
towns and its members have killed 29 soldiers in attacks 
throughout the country. UNITA lost four men. 


In a statement released in Lisbon, UNITA said it has 
captured the town of Quibocolo in the northern Zaire 
Province, killing seven soldiers. Another seven govern- 
ment soldiers were shot dead in an attack on the army 
barracks at Diquita in the Cuanza Sul Province. 


UNITA also captured the town of Ussongue in the 
Huambo Province killing six Angolan soldiers. Nine 
soldiers were killed when their battalions were ambushed 
in Bie Province. 
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Botswana 


Masire Sends ‘Goodwill Message’ to Castro 
MB0101195089 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1910 GMT I Jan 8&9 


[Text] The President, Dr Quett Masire, has sent a 
Sadailh culate ep Gh ovens. attiine, CaaCanen 
on Cuba’s National Day, which is today. The message 
sent on behalf of the government and the people of 
Botswana cxtends warm greetings to the people of the 
Republic of Cuba and congratulations on the celebration 
of their national day. 


Dr Masire says in the message that it is his ardent hope 
that the cordial relations between Botswana and Cuba 
will continue to strengthen. The president also wishes Mr 
Castro personal health and peace and prosperity for the 
government and people of Cuba. 


Foreign Minister Comments on Gaborone Explosion 
MB291 2125088 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1110 GMT 29 Dec 88 


[Excerpts] The minister of external affairs, Dr Gaositwe 
Chiepe, has been visiting the scene of the bomb explo- 
sion on Tuesday night in which a 14-year-old schoolboy 
was killed. Surveying this morning the demolished house 
from which a 3-month-old baby escaped with minor 
injuries, Dr Chiepe said the alleged perpetrators—the 
South Africans— were not humane. [passage omitted] 


Dr Chiepe further described the latest bomb ‘attack as 
unbelievable, adding that one never knows what will happen 
next. Dr Chiepe has been holding high-level talks with her 
counterpart in South Africa, Foreign Minister Pik Botha, at 
which security matters were discussed. In a statement issued 
by the Office of the President shortly after the incident, the 
fact that the bomb explosion occurred soon after the most 
recent bilateral talks is highlighted. The escalating South 
African attacks on Botswana have over the past 3 years been 
carried out shortly after security talks have been held 
between the two countries. 


South Africa accuses Botswana of harboring guerrillas of 
the African National Congress, an accusation refuted by 


wana’s soil, but no such evidence has so far been provided 
by Pretoria. The Office of the President has pointed out 
the fact that the victims of South African attacks had been 
Botswana and not the alleged terrorists. The latest victims 
are a family of Botswana. [passage omitted] 


Observers believe the South African Government, facing 
an escalating internal crisis, hopes to create tension in 
Botswana to coerce it into signing a so-called nonagres- 
sion pact. Botswana has said such an agreement was 
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unnecessary, since the country had no aggressive inten- 
tions against South Africa. The South African Govern- 
ment is also believed to be using the attacks to boost a 
strong-arm image among its white electorate, and to 
crush an increasing right-wing support among them. 


Front Calls on Public To Vote 
MB0401 184689 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1610 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] The leader of the opposition Botswana National 
Front [BNF], Dr Kenneth Koma, has called on all 
members of the voting public to casi their votes during 
the general election, which is expected some time this 
year. 


Dr Koma, who was speaking at a Mahalapye political 
rally, said people who qualified to vote must not only 
register for voting, but should actually vote. He said 
people would be exercising their constitutional right of 
choosing a government. Speaking to supporters of the 
BNF, Dr Koma said the use of abusive and (?inciting) 
language at political rallies must stop. Abusive words as 
used by the BNF section in Ngwaketse and Lobatse 
areas, he said, undermined the party's constitution. 


On education, Dr Koma said there was a need for trade 
skills instead of people being prepared for white collar 
jobs alone. 


Speaking at the same rally, the BNF chairman, Mr 
Mareledi Giddie, appealed for change to be brought in 
Botswana by electing the BNF into power. He said the 
BNF will improve life in Botswana if it was given the 
mandate to rule. He said the party would abolish the 
retirement age of 60 and give pension to the aged. 


Madagascar 


* Warning Issued Against Toxic Waste Dumping 
34190066c Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION 
in French 17 Nov 88 p 8 


[Article: “Madagascar: Warning Against the Dumping of 
Toxic Waste”] 


[Text] Last Tuesday, when two suspicious cargos were 
sighted off Madagascar in the Indian Ocean, Malagasy 
authorities issued a “warning against the dumping of 
toxic and radioactive waste” in the territorial waters of 
Madagascar and along its coast. 


According to Malagasy radio and television, two ships 
carrying toxic and radioactive waste were sighted off 
Toliara (southwesternmost point of Madagascar) early on 
Monday evening. They were the M. S. Peters, a West 
German ship, and the Khian Sea, chartered by a Bahama- 
based company, the Amalgamated Shipping Co. 
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Fearing a possible clandestine dumping of toxic waste, 
the Malagasy Government urged the authorities on the 
southern coast of Madagascar to be watchful. 


According to a source close to the Ministry of Defense, 
the M. S. Peters was recently driven back from Turkey 
and the Khian Sea from Yugoslavia. 


Madagascar’s position concerning the dumping of indus- 
trial waste, whether toxic or not, was stated again 
recently by the Malagasy president, Mr Didier Ratsiraka: 
“It’s no, definitely no,” he stated. 


Mozambique 


Chissano Pledges Continued Dialogue With RSA 
MB0501054889 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 5 Jan 89 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano said in Maputo 
yesterday that the Mozambique Government will con- 
tinue its dialogue with South Africa in order to make it 
dismantle terrorism in Mozambique. Chissano was 
speaking at a New Year's function for the diplomatic 
corps accredited to Mozambique. The Mozambican 
president added that he believes that ending terrorism in 
Mozambique can only reduce the existing atmosphere of 
tension and war in southern Africa and contribute 
toward a resumption in the policy of dialogue, thus 
bringing benefits for the two countries. 


Tanzania’s Mkapa Meets Chissano, Ends Visit 
MB0201195589 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 2 Jan 88 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano received Tanzanian 
Foreign Minister Benjamin Mkapa and his delegation in a 
courtesy meeting in Maputo today. The meeting reviewed 
bilateral cooperation in all fields with a view to intensify- 
ing it, as well as the prevailing situation in the region. The 
Tanzanian foreign minister arrived in Maputo on 26 
December for an official visit to Mozambique. 


Discusses Military Aid 
MB0301203089 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1815 GMT 3 Jan 89 


[Interview with Tanzanian Foreign Affairs Minister Ben- 
jamini Mkapa by Radio Maputo reporter lan Christie; 
date and place of interview not given—recorded] 


[Text] [Mkapa] Well, of necessity, military cooperation 
between Mozambicans and Tanzanians began at the 
time when the party Frelimo and the people of Mozam- 
bique decided to embark upon armed struggle to supple- 
ment their efforts to secure their independence. Of 
necessity, Tanzania had to be the rear guard, and, 
therefore, there had to be military collaboration between 
Frelimo and the Tanzanian Armed Forces. So, this went 
on. As they liberated more and more territory, there was 
collaboration in training, and obviously the ferrying of 
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arms and consultations about strategies, and so on, and 
eventually active participation. This went on until the 
independeace of Mozambique, upon which we went into 
much more formal relationships because we helped train 
(?Mozambicans) both within Mozambique and outside, 
that is, in our own country. That has gone on with the 
years and continues up to now. When eventually the 
armed banditry assumed very large and serious propor- 
tion, we continued with the same cooperation but on a 
more, on a much more visible scale, if you like. 


[Christie] There was also a military cooperation when 
Tanzania reacted to Idi Amin’s aggression. Mozambique 
sent military personnel to [words indistinct] Tanzanian 
forces to that particular war? 


[Mkapa] Yes, there was some military, some form of 
military support from Mozambique to our war efforts 
against Idi Amin and very, very useful, too, | think, very 
useful. So this shows you, really, we have been... [changes 
thought] our armed forces really have been very much 
comrade-in-arms since [words indistinct] and continues up 
to now. There is really understanding and cooperation. 


[Christie] About this more recent cooperation—the pres- 
ence of Tanzanian troops in Mozambique over the last 2 
years—Mozambican Government leaders have spoken 
very warmly about the Tanzanian contribution, praise 
Tanzania's contribution very highly. Are you—the Tan- 
zanian Government—are you happy with the way that 
the program was carried out? 


{[Mkapa] Yes, we are completely happy with the outcome 
of this operation. Let me start first by saying that for all 
this collaboration and mutual support, we must start off 
with the premise that the responsibility for the security 
and defense of Mozambique belongs to the Mozambican 
people’s army. We can only support if we have the 
capacity. If we don't support very much it is not that we 
do not have the will or the commitment, but that we are 
also a poor country going through economic difficulties. 
But we try to do the best we can. 


So on the understanding that the primary responsibility 
is that of the Mozambican people and their army and 
government, when we are called upon to give assistance, 
we give it, and that is what happened in this case. Of 
course, it was a matter of great importance to us because 
we have always believed that the security of Mozambi- 
que and the safeguarding of its independence is part of 
the [word indistinct] of our own security and our own 
independence. When Mozambique is threatened, we feel 
equally threatened. 


When the activities of the armed bandits assumed alarm- 
ing proportion in 1986 in the province of Zambezia, 
where there was an apparent real effort to try to cut 
[words indistinct] we were asked to see if we could come 
assist with the static guard or defense, if you like, while 
the Frelimo forces continued with the task of flushing 
out the bandits and effectively breaking their backbone. 
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That is what we did. We discussed it within govern- 
ments, we discussed it in our government. We found it 
our duty, our ooligation, but also to our security advan- 
tage to be of assistance in this matter and that is how we 
mounted the operation. 


Originally, it wasn't supposed to last as long as it did, 
actually, but it was much larger than we thought it was 
and the result was a full 2 years. But there is no doubt 
that great successes were achieved by the Frelimo forces 
in the province during that period, and | do believe that 
they eventually broke the backbone of the banditry in the 
province. Simultaneously with the kind of static defense 
that we were undertaking, we expanded or increased the 
training role that we have always [words indistinct] so 
that the Mozambican forces would have the capacity to 
do both, directly dealing with the bandits as well as 
securing the areas that they freed from banditry activity. 
That was substantially achieved during this last 2 years 
to the point that [words indistinct] were on the consul- 
tations, as we were part of this operation, it became quite 
clear that we could leave the province of Zambezia, and 
that is what we had done. 


[Christie] Could we, perhaps, turn to another problem in 
southern Africa—the question of the recent agreement 
on southwestern Africa. First of all, are you optimistic 
that this agreement will actually work both for the 
benefit of the people of Namibia and the people of 


Angola? 


[Mkapa] Well, if | may borrow from the words of one of 
the leaders of the Frontline states, we have hope that the 
agreement will be implemented. We are not too confi- 
dent. We are not too confident because of the imponder- 
able factor of South African conduct. They are not... 
[changes thought] their track record does not give us very 
much confidence that they abide strictly with the terms 
of the agreement. They show a willingness, a great 
readiness to enter into agreement, but they don't show 
equal readiness to honor the spirit as well as the letter of 
these agreements, and so we are not very confident, but 
we have hope, we have hope. 


But there are two matters that concern us in the Front- 
line states and this we have made clear from the meeting 
of the summit that we last had. There are two things: 
first, of course, whether South Africa will implement 
[words indistinct]; secondly, a concern as to whether the 
office of the secretary general will be able to mount, the 
size of operation envisaged in Resolution 435 when it 
was passed in 1978. 


Since the signing of the agreements and of the protocols 
in Brazzaville, the five permanent members of the Secu- 
rity Council have [words indistinct] resolutions which 
{words indistinct] to cut down the cost of the operation 
and specificially [words indistinct] at the size of the 
United Nations Technical Assistance Group, particu- 
larly the military component. Now under 435, it was 
envisaged that the military component (?would be of) the 
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have a sufficient force to monitor the activities of the 
administration, then we should profit from the expen- 
ence in order to guard against its repetition in Namibia. 


TT ae ET Oe 
[Christie] Finally, you just [words indistinct] a little bit 


Mkapa] Well, it is a clear threat because, after all, the 
nited States is a gro-' power. It has great military 
capacity. It has a logistical ability to really assist UNITA 
to retain a deal of destructive capacity. So we are 
concerned. Frankly, | think it is dangerous [words indis- 


direct a like UNITA in order to undermine 
the [weed i ] and stability that they have been 
wd na be ne bh my Ld, be 
will make ions in the process. But we hope 
that the FAPLA has got the capacity to deal with a 
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UNITA more remotely assisted than it has been in the 
past, directly from South Africa. But still, things will be 
somewhat facilitated if the United States would refrain 
from continuing the assistance. [end recording] 


MBO0101 184889 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1800 GMT 1 Jan 89 


[Text] Tanzania's Foreign Minister Benjamin Mkapa left 
Maputo today [as heard] for his couniry after a 6-day 
official visit to Mozambique. 


During his stay in the country, Mr Mkapa signed an 
agreement that delimits the land and maritime frontiers 
between Mozambique and Tanzania. Mozambique s for- 
eign minister, Dr Pascoal Mocumbi, signed for his 
government. 


While in Mozambique, Mr Mkapa held meetings with 
government officials. 


Chissano Salutes Algerian, Mexican Leaders 
MB3012194188 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 30 Dec 88 


[Text] Mozambican President Joaquim Alberto Chis- 
sano has sent a message of congratulations to Chadli 
Bendjedid on his re-election as Algerian president. Pres- 
ident Joaquim Chissano expressed the belief that Bend- 
jedid’s re-election will contribute decisively to the 
strengthening of bilateral friendship and cooperation for 
the sake of peace and progress in Africa. 


The Mozambican head of state also sent a message of 
congratulations to Carlos Salinas on his taking the oath 
as Mexican president. President Joaquim Chissano 
expressed the hope that the two countries will consoli- 
date their friendship and develop ample and mutually 
advantageous cooperation. 


Zambia Province Military Situation Deteriorates 
MB0401 204089 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1930 GMT 4 Jan 89 


{Text} Gile, Mozambique, 4 Jan (ANGOP)}—AIM 
reports that the military situation in Mozambique's 
Zambezia Province has deteriorated once again, 6 
months [w~rds indistinct] the offensive launched by 
FPLM forces with the support of Tanzanian contingents. 


The headquarters of districts recovered in the 1987-88 
offensive have been targets of increasingly numerous 
sieges by apparently well-armed bandits since the end of 
October. 


AIM added that Lugela district headquarters, in the 
center of the province, was under Renamo control dur- 
ing the Ist week of December, while the town of Gurue 
was occupied for 3 days. 
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Other districts like Ile, Mopeia, and the outskirts of 
Quelimane city have been targets of incursions over the 


same penod. 


The new escalation of aggression by the armed elements 
threatens reconstruction efforts in various districts. The 


bandit captivity, where they are held under very inhu- 
mane conditions. 


Bank Announces Metical Devalued by 4 Percent 
MB0201111389 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 2 Jan 89 


[Text] Today the Bank of Mozambique announced a 4 
percent devaluation in ique’s national currency, 
the metical. Thus the value of the U.S. dollar increases 
from 620 to 645 meticals. This is the sixth time that the 
metical has been devalued since the economic rehabili- 
tation program was introduced in January 1987. 


Council of Ministers Discusses Draft Decrees 
MB2912144088 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 29 Dec 88 


[Text] The Council of Ministers met yesterday in its 26th 
ordinary session. It discussed draft decrees on creating 
fishing development funds and social action concerning 
education. The meeting, which was held in Mapuio, also 
discussed draft decrees related to converting foreign debt 
into financial investment and regulations governing the 
national reconstruction extraordinary contribution. 


According to a note received at our news desk, the 
Council of Ministers also discussed and approved sev- 
eral resolutions on our country’s adherence to the Inter- 
national Maritime Organization's conventions on inter- 
national regulations aimed at preventing sea traffic 
collisions; on ships’ cubic content; and on cargo ships. 
The session also draft regulations on scholar- 
ships for foreign study and automobile transportation. 


Increases Producers’ Tax 
MB0201112389 Maputo Domestic Service i. Portuguese 
1030 GMT 2 Jan 89 


[Text] New circulation tax rates have been in force in the 
country since y under the terms of Council of 
Ministers Decree 19/88. The main change in the tax is 
that producers must now pay a rate of 10 percent on their 
transactions, as opposed to the 5 percent previously in 
force. It has also been established that the 5 percent tax 
will apply to those wholesale enterprises that also do 
retailing. 
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MB2912200388 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 29 Dec 88 


[Text] in Maputo today, Mozambique ard Hungary 
signed a military cooperation accord to supply nonlethal 
equipment to our country. 


Tibor Ujvari, the People’s Republic of Hungary ambzs- 
sador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the People’s 
Repubiic of Mozambique, gave the Mozambican Armed 
Forces nonlethal military equipment this morning. This 
was within the framework of the cooperation accord 
signed by the Mozambican and Hungarian defense min- 
istries on 16 November 1978. 


According to the Hungarian diplomat, this represents his 
government's support for the FPLM’s defensive capahul- 
ities. The equipment came in | 2 containers and included 
educational and laboratory equipment, medicines, vac- 
cines, and other equipment worth 14 million Hungarian 
forints, or more than 86 million meticals. 


The ceremony, which was held in the Mapu!» military 
(7hotel), was attended by Major Lazaro Mate, Mozam- 
bican director general for armament and mi!itary equip- 
ment; the head of the Samora Machel Military School in 
Nampula; and other officers. Hungary was represented 
by Ambassador Tibor Ujvari and the military attache at 
the Hungarian Embassy. 


Speaking during the ceremony, Tibor Ujvari began by 
saying that the cooperation accord’s prescribed tasks had 
been fulfilled by both sides. He added tha, observance of 
the tasks had facilitated multifaceted relations between 
the two defense ministries. 


In turn, Maj Lazaro Mate, director general for armament 
and military equipment, promised that the equipment 
will be [words indistinct] in places where it will contrid- 
ute to the well-being of military personnel and the 
population. He concluded by saying that this support 
demonstrates that when we signed the cooperation 
accord 10 years ago, we wers satisfied and we knew that 
this was an accord signed w:': a country that has always 
helped us. 


The document formalizing the handover of Hungarian 
equipment to the Mozambican Armed Forces was signed 
by Maj Lazaro Mate, director general for armament and 
military equipment, for Mozambique; and by Tibor 
Ujvari, Hungarian ambassador extraordinary and pleni- 
potentiary to Mozambique, for his country. 


Joint Soviet Study on Tool Factory Costs 
MB0201201089 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1800 GMT 2 Jan 89 


[Text] A study aimed at reevaluating the cost of works 
and equipment for the agricultural tool factory in Beira, 
Sofala Province is being carried out by Mozambican and 


FBIS-AFR-89-003 
5 January 1989 


Soviet officials. So far, the project is estimated at R75 
million. It includes the construction of a factory for 
agricultural tools before the end of the year. 


Reports from Sofala say that once it is completed, the 
factory is expected to manufacture some 1,800 hoes and 
300,000 machetes, among other agricultural tools. 


Norway To Aid Pemba Harbor Rehabilitation 
MB0101130989 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 1! Jan 88 


[Text] The Norwegian Development Aid Agency will 
Carry out rehabilitation work in Pemba Harbor and will 
also fish and export lobster. A provincial source has 
reported the agency will also grant |I-year bursaries to 
Mozambican technicians living in Cabo Delgado Prov- 
ince. The source added there are also plans to support 
— social organizations projects in Cabo Delgado 
vince. 


World Bank Support Maputo Hospital 
MB0301114089 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 3 Jan 89 


[Text] The Mozambican Government has made avail- 
able $300,000 for the rehabilitation of Maputo’s central 
hospital. This was revealed by Dr Sam Patel, the hospi- 
tal’s clinical director, in an exclusive interview with 
Radio Mozambique. Dr Sam Patel also disclosed that 
the World Bank will also support Maputo central hospi- 
tal’s rehabilitation with a loan estimated at $250,000. 
According to him, these actions are part of Maputo 
central hospital’s general rehabilitation process. 


Namibia 


Rehoboth Contemplates Declaring Itself Republic 
MB0501065489 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English 3 Jan 89 p 1 


[By Blignaut de /illiers] 


[Text] The Rehoboth Gebiet [territory] is contemplating 
declaring itself a republic. 


This is expected to take place before the execution of 
Res. 435. 


Kaptein Hans Diergaardt, leader of the Basters, refused 
to comment on the issue. 


According to a reliable source the Kaptein has the power 
and the authority to declare the Gebiet a republic. 


It is understood that a strong possibility exists for the 
Coloureds of SWA [South West Africa] to become a third 
party in the new plan. 
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We have been told that many whites have indicated they 
would want to settle in Rehoboth once it was declared a 
republic. 


Even white farmers who in the meantime have heard of 
the plan, have indicated that they would incorporate 
their land with that of the new republic. 


The Basters, whites and coloured who have agreed to be 
taken up in the republic, will, if the plan is executed, be 
excluded from the conditions surrounding the imple- 
mentation of Res. 435. 


It is also understood that the apparent political system to 
be applied in the new republic, would be a federal one. 


Of interest also, is a recent speech by Mr Kosie Pretorius, 
leader of the National Party in SWA, in which he made 
mention of an “own territorial authority” (eie gesagsge- 
bied) for the whites. 


Mr Pretorius at the time however explained in an 
interview afterwards, that it was in fact the Executive 
Council of the NP who had decided that the NP seek the 
establishment of an own territory for the whites to 
govern themselves. 


We could not confirm whether the NP’s plan has any 
thing in common with that of the Kaptein’s. 


Zambia 


Kaunda C Castro on Cuban Anniversary 
MB3112184388 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 31 Dec 88 


[Text] President Kaunda has paid tribute to the Cuban 
president, Fidel Castro, for his country’s revolutionary 
role in international affairs, which, he said, has contin- 
ued to be a leading force for progressive change and a 
shining example to the world. 


In a congratulatory message to President Castro on his 
country’s 30th anniversary of the Cuban revolution 
today [date as heard], President Kaunda said Cuba’s 
dedicated commitment to the cause of love, truth, social 
justice, hope, fair play, and peace in southern Africa is 
written with the sacred blood of its gallant sons. 


IMF Official Meets Kaunda, Hails Recovery 
MB3012204588 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 30 Dec 88 


, [Text] The special advisor to the IMF, Managing Direc- 


tor Dr (Senn Wutke), has said that the International 
Monetary Fund marked this year’s elections in Zambia 
and hailed its economic recovery program. Dr (Wutke), 
who met President Kaunda at Sasaba Bay today, after 
the first meeting with him said the time had come to 
re-establish contacts with Zambia in her efforts to 
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improve the economy. He said the objectives of the 
recovery program launched by Zambia formed the basis 
for the dialogue for resumption of contact. 


He said his discussions with the minister of finance and 
planning, Comrade Gibson Chigaga, and other officials 
in Lusaka, had been fruitful and might enable him to 
deliver the right message to his managing director in 
Washington. 


The president, Dr Kaunda, told Dr (Wutke) that had the 
IMF prescription succeeded during the 14 years prior to 
1987, Zambia would not have abandoned them to begin 
her own recovery program. He reiterated that this did not 
signal the end of the Zambian membership of the organi- 
zation, as it was free to appraise the recovery program and 
make recommendations to the board for support, if possi- 
ble. Comrade Kaunda hoped Dr (Wutke) would (?take) a 
positive look at the results of the economic recovery 
program which was launched in May last year. 


Health Ministry Reports 106 Die of AIDS 
MB2912135088 Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA 
in English 2 Dec 88 p 1 


[Text] At least 106 people in Zambia have died of AIDS 
out of 1,056 cases reported to the Ministry of Health. 


Minister and Member of the Central Committee Cde 
Alina Nyikosa appealed to parents and guardians to 
discuss the issues of AIDS and sex with their children 
because withholding valuable advice on sex, normally 
considered taboo, was “killing the nation”. 


She warned in Lusaka that the threat of the deadly virus 
was real and was steadily on the increase. 


At Nakatindi Hall in Lusaka where hundreds of residents 
and anti-AIDS clubs performed some dances and dis- 
played posters information for the public about the 
dangers of AIDS. Cde Nyikosa said only responsible 
sexual behaviour could save mankind from the calamity. 


Zambia joined the rest of the world in observing the first 
world AIDS day yesterday aimed at creating public 
awareness on the fatal disease whose cure has not yet 
been found. 


Parliament Passes Retirement Benefits Bill 
MB0301115889 Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA 
in English 21 Dec 88 p 1 


[Text] Parliament yesterday passed a bill that seeks to 
raise gratuity paid to political leaders to five times their 
annual earnings at the time of leaving office. 
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The specified offices (terminal gratuities) bill, passed 
with amendment, provides for payment of terminal 
benefits for leaders inu‘uding Party Secretary-General, 
Prime Minister, members of the Central Committee, 
ministers, MPs and others. 


Prime Minister Cde Kebby Musokoiwane said when he 
presented the bill that present benefits were inadequate 
making it difficult for political leaders to survive and 
start a new private life. 


It has caused hardships to their families and given rise to 
embarrassment to the Party and its Government. 


The new benefits were designed to deal firmly and 
appropriately with the situation. 


To qualify, a leader would have clocked ten years as 
specified in the Act schedule. 


“But where the leader has served in any such office for 
more than five years and either dies before ten years or is 
before the expiration of the period appointed, nomi- 
nated or elected to another office which is not specified 
in the schedule, such a leader will still be entitled to 
payment of terminal benefits. 


“A person will not be entitled to terminal benefits if he 
ceases to hold office as a result of disciplinary action 
taken against him,” he said. 


Terminal benefits payable under the Act would be tax- 
free and be additional to any other benefits payable to 
leaders covered under any written law. 


State Food Rationing Coupon System 
MB0101 183889 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT | Jan 89 


[Text] Finance Minister Comrade Gibson Chigaga has 
said the mealie meal [corn] coupon system, which was 
supposed to take effect today, has been postponed to a 
date to be announced later. Comrade Chigaga said 
Zambians will continue buying mealie meal at the sub- 
sidized prices of 19 kwacha, 50 ngwee for a 25 kg 
breakfast mealie meal bag, and 14 kwacha, 95c ngwee for 
the 25 kg roller meal. 


The minister said the new economic prices for the 
country’s staple food will be announced after the coupon 
system is launched. Comrade Chigaga told the ZAMBIA 
NEWS AGENCY this morning that the decision to 
extend the registration period for mealie meal coupons 
has been made to enable more Zambians to register. 
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Ghana 


Paper Criticizes U.S. Downing of Libyan Planes 
ABO0501075189 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 5 Jan 89 


[From the “Press Review”] 


[Text] The PEOPLE’S DAILY GRAPHIC considers the 
shooting down of two Libyan planes yesterday over the 
alleged building of a factory for manufacturing chemical 
weapons. The paper says that while learning lessons from 
the latest American sordid action, Third World countries 
should not allow themselves to be cowered into submitting 
to political systems that have proved unworkable for them. 
This American muscle-flexing is designed to subdue pro- 
gressive Africans and other countries the world over. 


Certainly, observes the GRAPHIC, the developing 
world, already saddled with many problems, cannot 
survive another century should they allow the widening 
of the gap between the haves and the have-nots through 
systems which encourage only the development and 
well-being of a few at the expense of the majority. In the 
opinion of the paper, there is a real assault to keep the 
Third World perpetually impoverished and underdevel- 
oped. The GRAPHIC is of the view that the world 
economic order already disfavors us, and our detractors 
will stop at nothing to create more problems for us in our 
political outlook. 


The paper recalls that former U.S. Secretary of State 
John Foster Dulles could be smiling in his grave at the 
exploit of his successors. But justice is [word indistinct] 
on our side. Concluding, the GRAPHIC points out that 
might cannot be right, and the oppressed people of the 
Third World will surely come unfettered and get their 
spot in the sun. No power on earth, claims the paper, can 
destroy the Third World. 


Foreign Ministry Concerned Over Students in PRC 
AB0401192489 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has expressed 
concern about the fate of Ghanaian students in China. 
Speaking to the GBC [Ghana Broadcasting Corporation] 
in Accra today on the current molestation of African 
students in China, the director of the information bureau 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mrs Cate Abankwah, 
said if it becomes clear that the Ghanaians have genuine 
reasons for wanting to leave China, the government will 
facilitate their return home. She said the Ministry is 
awaiting a full report from Ghana’s diplomatic mission 
in China. At present, 26 Ghanaians are said to be on 
Chinese Government scholarship in China, with 12 at 
Nanjing. Ten out of the 12 who were studying irrigation 
and drainage engineering at Nanjing University were 
said to be either actively or passively involved in the 
protests to back demands for the release of their col- 
leagues being held in Nanjing. Two of them, Augustin 
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Kojo Hagan and Alex Dosu, are reported to have been 
slightly injured during the scuffle. They were subse- 
quently treated and discharged. 


The trouble started when African students in Nanjing 
were attacked for allegedly inviting Chinese girls to a 
party. Mrs Abankwah said the government is determined 
to straighten up the matter without damaging Ghana’s 
relationship with that country. 


Commentator Urges Solution 
ABO0401153889 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[George Yankah commentary] 


[Text] Recent reports of clashes between African stu- 
dents in Chinese educational institutions and their Chi- 
nese counterparts, which have resulted in injuries on 
both sides, have given cause of concern in many African 
countries, including Ghana, which has about 30 students 
in China. Observers see this situation as a big blow to the 
often expressed solidarity between China and Africa. 
The clashes are reported to have originated from a 
Christmas Eve campus dance organized by Africans, to 
which Chinese women were invited. 


Invitation of women to dances is a common phenome- 
non in Africa. But this was frowned upon by Chinese 
students. Fearing for their lives after these incidents, the 
Africans vacated their campuses and demanded to be 
flown back home to escape from what they considered to 
be racism among Chinese students. They were, however, 
prevented from leaving Nanjing by the Chinese police, 
who herded them into a government guest house and 
kept them under guard. Even though some have since 
returned to their campuses, others are still being held by 
the police. African diplomats in China are reported to be 
making moves to resolve the issue. The OAU has, 
however, not taken kindly to reports that African stu- 
dents were treated to baton charges and electric shocks 
by Chinese police. Thousands of African students are 
currently in different parts of China studying in various 
fields through bilateral agreements between China and 
African states and liberation movements. 


Relations between Africa and China began even before 
some African states gained their independence. Since 
then, Chinese assistance has increased several fold. Cur- 
rently, there are thousands of Chinese professionals also 
engaged in different kinds of projects throughout Africa, 
and the hospitality accorded Chincse on the continent 
stems from the long-standing cordial relations. The 
bonds of friendship and cooperation which have been 
developed and enjoyed on both sides should not be 
destroyed by these disturbances. To this end, the Chi- 
nese authorities together with African diplomats and all 
concerned must thoroughly investigate the whole affair. 
In doing this, they should not dismiss the charges of 
racism against the Chinese. 
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It was not long ago when African students in a Beijing 
university strongly demanded to be flown back home 
because of discrimination against them by Chinese stu- 
dents. The fact that the disturbances are spreading from 
one institution to the other gives cause for concern 
because it could spread to all multiracial institutions in 
China and even engulf nonstudents to give the distur- 
bances a wider dimension. The Chinese authorities, 
African diplomats, and all concerned should work fast to 
find an amicable solution to the problem before it gets 
out of hand. 


Ivory Coast 


President Deals ‘Blow’ to Cocoa Speculators 
AB0401120489 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 4 Jan 89 


{[Ouattara Gnonzie commentary] 


[Text] President Houphouet-Boigny and the Ivory Coast 
have incontestably scored a highly significant blow in the 
Struggle against international speculation. The cocoa 
transaction concluded by the Stabilization Fund and the 
French Sugar and Food Products Group undoubtedly 
constitutes a nice bit of scandal for those who have 
chosen to plunder, strangle, and stiffle the economies of 
the Third World because the first direct consequence of 
the Ivorian initiative for speculators is that from now on, 
the commodity stock exchange can no longer control 
one-third of the world’s cocoa production. In clear terms, 
one-third of the world’s highest quality cocoa production 
is now out of the reach of speculators since Ivory Coast, 
the world’s leading cocoa producer, refuses to join in the 
game of international speculation. This means that the 
activities and earnings of those that live on speculation 
or unscrupulous business have been further reduced and 
diminished. In any case, the booty will no longer be quite 
the same as it used to be. 


Today, they can only blame themselves. Arrogant and 
very sure of themselves, they have never listened to 
reason despite the countless appeals by President Hou- 
phouet-Boigny to which they turned deaf ears while 
continuing their sinister activities with delight. There is 
no doubt that today they realize that they are gravely 
mistaken about the determination of President Hou- 
phouet-Boigny to put a stop to this practice that aims at 
throwing the poor into the arms of misery. This is a 
situation the Ivorian head of state has never accepted in 
his country, in Africa, or in the Third World. 


Indeed, how could President Houphouet-Boigny have 
remained idle, with arms folded, in the face of this 
plundering game, he who for more than 50 years has 
been at the helm of the fight for the dignity, justice, and 
welfare of the Ivorian and African people? How could 
he, who does not spare his efforts and time for just 
causes, have been able to abandon the fight as some have 
expected? Finally, how could he have been discouraged 
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and overcome by exhaustion, he the wiseman who pre- 
ciously cultivates the virtue of perseverence and shuns 
discouragement. These and other reasons justify the 
good results that the Ivorian head of state is now getting 
from his crusade against international speculation. 


In this first battle won by President Houphouet-Boigny, 
one cannot overlook the contribution of some great 
friends of the head of state and of Ivory Coast, namely 
France and, notably, its president, Mr Francois Mitter- 
rand. Quite recently in Casablanca, Morocco, the head of 
State paid great tribute to President Mitterrand for his 
great understanding of our problems. One cannot but 
hope that his example will have an idelible impact on the 
Western world and that other vigorous and courageous 
voices will be raised in the Third World to widen the 
breach that President Houphouet-Boigny has just 
opened in the fortress of international business. 


* France Seeks Means To Aid Failing Economy 
34190070 Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French No 113 Nov 88 pp 18-19 


{Article by Mamadou Alpha Barry and Jacques Gau- 
trand: “Houphouet Presses France for Decision”) 


[Text] In a bid to escape the constraints of the world 
cocoa market, the Ivorian president 1s trying to get Paris 
to help him sell his stockpile. The French, for their part, 
are working on it.... 


The French Government has been thrown into a serious 
quandary by Ivory Coast's urgent appeal for help in 
dealing with its grave financial situation. Concerned by 
social unrest in Algeria in early October, Paris has 
established an interministerial working group to develop 
a rescue plan. Ivory Coast is presently going through the 
worst economic and financial crisis in its history. The 
CAISTAB [Stabilization Fund], the powerful agency in 
charge of marketing agricultural exports, which was 
turning a profit until 1986, is going to show a loss of 290 
billion CFA francs in 1986—a deficit whose repercus- 
sions will affect the entire public sector. 


Abidjan has not been making its external debt service 
payments since May 1987. Ignoring its creditors’ 
reminders, Ivory Coast has remained in default, even 
after reaching an agreement in principle with the Steer- 
ing Committee (coordinating committee) of the Club of 
London on 29 April 1988. External debt service for 1988 
is going to reach some 220 billion CFA francs after the 
rescheduling. 


On 19 October 1988, contacts were resumed in Paris, 
through representatives of the Club of London, led by 
the National Bank of Paris, and a delegation of Ivorian 
officials. But absolutely no progress was made there on 
the debt problem, according to the bankers. 
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On the cocoa front, President Houphouet-Boigny asked 
the French trading concern Sucres et Denrees [Sugars 
and Foodstuffs}—which operates in Ivory Coast through 
a subsidiary, Cacao-Barry—to take 200,000 tons: 
100,000 from the previous harvest and the rest from the 
current one which began on 7 October. Half the tonnage 
would be stored in France and the rest would be put on 
the market, where the USSR might purchase much of it. 


But Houphouet-Boigny has ~ 9 intention of accepting the 
world market price. Even tnough the latter rose to 808 
pounds sterling per ton (432 CFA francs per kilogram) 
on 19 October in the wake of rumors about the deal, that 
is still less than the 600 CFA francs per kilo which the 
CAISTAB considers the break-even point. 


Arrange an ‘Honorable’ Way Out of the Crisis 


In a letter sent in early October to Serge Varsano, 
president and general manager of Sucres et Denrees, the 
Ivorian president asked his interlocutor to talk with 
French authorities about ways to make up the difference 
between the market price and the price demanded by 
Abidjan in the transaction. The difference, just on this 
one 200,000-ton contract, is a cool Fr 600 million (30 
billion CFA francs). 


While the French authorities examining the Ivorian 
proposal may have felt they were being backed into a 
corner, they do not intend to let themselves be locked 
into this particular solution. Paris wants to put the 
problem back into the framework of bilateral state-to- 
State relations and is not eager to deal directly with a 
private trading company. Other firms would be sure to 
complain of unfair competition. 


But at the same time Paris cannot turn a deaf ear to the 
desperate appeal of a country like Ivory Coast, so impor- 
tant both to France's Africa policy and to the franc zone. 
If Abidjan were reduced in desperation to selling all its 
cocoa, the market would immediately fall, and the 
country’s losses would be even greater. Thus, according 
to sources close to the cabinet in Paris, efforts are being 
made to put together a solution that leads to an “hon- 
orable” way out of the crisis—a solution in which no 
one, especially not the “Old Man,” feels he is losing face. 


In 1987 Ivory Coast received Fr | billion (50 billion CFA 
francs) in assistance from the French Government, 
including Fr 653.6 million (32.6 billion CFA francs) in 
loans and investment from the Central Fund for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation [CCCE]. It is difficult to conceive of 
providing an equivalent amount of financial support for 
cocoa alone. Economists point out, moreover, that such 
a “subsidy” would alleviate the country’s financial prob- 
lems only temporarily. 


Ivorian banks, which have been strapped for funds since 
1987, have dragged their feet about agricultural financ- 
ing for the upcoming 1988-1989 season. The policy of 
holding back on cocoa sales has left them with more than 
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35 billion CFA francs in loans outstanding from the last 
harvest. Unsecured credits to exporters not yet paid by 
the CAISTAB have swollen, and subsidiaries of French 
banks have been forced to borrow heavily from their 
home offices. However, at the request of Ivorian author- 
ities, several banks have agreed in the last few weeks to 
make credits available for spot purchases of several tons 
to be delivered—at higher than market price—to cocoa 
brokers trying to fulfill their contracts on time. The 
Central Bank of the West African States (BCEAO), for its 
part, is in a delicate position, because it has advanced so 
much to the economy that half the monetary total in 
circulation in the seven states that make up the UMOA 
(West African Monetary Union) is now in Ivory Coast. 
Nevertheless, it found itself forced to plunge in even 
more deeply by unfreezing 14 billion CFA francs to 
finance cocoa and coffee purchases during the month of 
October. But that served only to “prime the pump,” 
while at the same time BCEAO lowered the rediscount 
rate on other credits to the economy. 


While Ivory Coast has not been able to force world 
market prices up, its crusade has at least focused atten- 
tion on the serious slump in the world cocoa market. The 
affair has taken a political cast due to the importance of 
relations between France and Ivory Coast. And business 
circles are currently of the opinion that real progress 
cannot be made until an Abidjan-Paris summit ts held. 


Every possible means of helping Ivory Coast 1s under 
consideration, but the country’s immediate financial 
needs—some estimates go as high as 500 billion CFA 
francs (Fr 10 billion)}—are greater than any single state can 
provide. “France will not be able to come up with the 
necessary financing by itself, all countries interested in 
Ivory Coast's welfare must join in the search for a 
solution,” say departmental staffers in French ministries. 


The Ivorian crisis is also stirring up speculation: inter- 
national consultants have even suggested buying up 
Ivorian debt held by American banks at a discount rate, 
in order to “swap” it for Ivorian cocoa, banking on the 
spread between the value of the debt and the official 
price of cocoa. But experts believe this proposal will have 
only limited impact. 


Modulate Price According to Quality of Cocoa 


France is not alone in its concern. The World Bank, for 
example, fears the shattering of its sub-Saharan Africa 
“showcase.”’ But the international organizations—espe- 
cially the IMF, which is expected to send a mission to 
Abidjan in November—want to see the Ivorian presi- 
dent demonstrate greater “realism” about “marketing 
logic.” Thus the IMF, judging that Ivorian authorities 
were delaying reform of the country’s economic struc- 
tures and administrative procedures, held up disburse- 
ment of its stand-by [preceding word in English] credit. 
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Most recently the IMF has criticized maintenance of the 
guaranteed price of 400 CFA francs per kg paid to 
Ivorian peasants for cocoa. The thinking in Paris is that 
there is room for compromise between the two positions: 
without passing on all the fluctuations in the world 
market to the producers, might it be possible to modu- 
late the guaranteed price in accordance with the quality 
of cocoa, which is quite variable in Ivory Coast? Adop- 
tion of a price system tied to production quotas (along 
the lines of the EEC) is also being suggested. 


Whatever financial rescue plan the international commu- 
nity finally adopts, it is increasingly apparent that it will be 
conditioned on Ivorian commitment to reform the cocoa 
sector, to make it more competitive at every level. This in 
turn could mean squeezing profit margins in the transport, 
storage, and export sides of the business. 


Nigeria 


Nwachukwu Briefs EEC Envoys on Budget 
AB040 1202389 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 4 Jan 89 


{Excerpt} The minister of external affairs, Major General 
ike Nwachukwu, today in Lagos held a closed-door 
meeting with the |2 ambassadors of the European Eco- 
nomic Community, EEC, resident in Nigeria to brief 
them on the federal government's 1989 budget. Alex 
Ekwanga, who was there for Radio Nigeria, now reports: 
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[Ekwanga] The meeting was attended by EEC ambassa- 
dors of Belgium, Denmark, France, West Germany, 
Greece, Ireland, Italy, and Luxembourg. Others were 
ambassadors of Netherlands, the United Kingdom, 
Spain, and Portugal. The gathering, which was also 
attended by the minister of state for planning and 
budget, Al Haji Abubakar Al Haji, is in preparation for 
next Monday's EEC consultative meeting slated for 
London. Also at the meeting was the director general of 
the Ministry of External Affairs, Miss Judith Atta, and 
that of the Budget and Planning. The meeting was aimed 
at acquainting the ambassadors with aspects of the 1989 


budget. [passage omitted] 


New Measures on Petroleum Distribution 
AB0401195789 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] The federal government has extended the sale 
of lower- and higher-priced petrol to all the major 
petroleum dealers in the country. They are Agip, Elf, 
Mobil, Texaco, and Total. Others include African Petro- 
leum, National, and Unipetrol, who were yesterday 
directed to sell the lower-priced petrol to commercial 
vehicles. In a statement, the government said it extended 
the sale to other oil companies for adequate network of 
distribution in the rural parts of the country. The prohi- 
bition order placed on the sale of petroleum products in 
surface tanks, drums, and jerricans has been lifted. 
Modest quantities of petroleum products can be pur- 
chased in the rural areas in these containers at 60 kobo a 
liter. [passage omitted] 
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